The Minister’s Letter

Dear friends,

However much we might find it distasteful or even disturbing, and however much we long for a time when it will not be so, there must be war.

This might seem to be an outrageous position for a Christian, minister or not, to take. But I have no choice. And if you are a Christian neither do you. You might wish that people were not so quick to go to war, and that if nations must wage war it might be done for higher motives than economics or imperialistic expansion. You might have doubts about this present war in Iraq. But a war-less world is not an option for us yet.

We are compelled to this position because of the one whom we call Lord and worship as the prince of peace. Jesus told us that it must be like this. “You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth-pains.” (Matthew 24:6-8) 

This is not to condone all wars, it is just to say that war will, nay must happen. All three synoptic gospels record this teaching. In Revelation we have parallels to the Matthew 24 scenarios with the seals that are opened. We have fatal terrors that come as warnings when successive trumpets blast. We have bowls that pour out wrath upon mankind as judgments come to the earth. Evil produces war (it always has and always will until the Satan is hurled into the abyss); this world is full of evil; what do we expect? The fall has given us evil men who must be stopped, and it has bred a sinful inability to accomplish peace by solely peaceful means. Warfare should destroy our pride and bring us to repentance. It shows us our own sinfulness and failure, our own weakness against evil, our own entanglement in the strategies of human rebellion against God. Wars are inter-personal conflicts writ large. They are the seamless extensions of such small-scale skirmishes as supermarket trolley rage and marital spats. They are the international consequences of sins that you and I know only too well.

This is simply the way it’s going to be, said Jesus. It must be like this before the King comes in all his glory.

So it’s no use us wanting a fully-consummated Kingdom now, before he does return. Such wishful thinking disables us from engaging with the world as it is. Those who call for this aren’t prophetic voices crying out against the world and it’s system; they are simply speaking from cloud-cuckoo land if they think that we can have no war before the king has come. Their voice has become immeasurably less prophetic because it speaks to a non-existent world. Yes, the time will come when war shall be no more, but not until he comes who alone creates the conditions in which we can beat swords into more productive shapes.

(Of course, if your theology tells you that he’s not actually coming back, then the world as it is now really is all you’ll ever have. So march on. But what sort of a Messiah do you think you’ve got? All you’ve got is a Messiah who amounts to nothing more than a nice idea.)

War is certainly brutal, riddled with iniquity, horrible; but it is just as certainly part of the human landscape. Like rift valleys violently ripped through strata of rock, they are part of the way things are.

About this current war? Well, this is entirely personal, but it seems pretty obvious that you cannot realistically expect an entrenched and evil tyrant to sit down round the jolly old table with reasonable men and women whom he hates to his core and willingly negotiate his own personal downfall. Which is precisely what some people think would have happened if only we’d given Saddam (I just mis-typed his name and my spell-checker offered me Sadism!) a few more weeks, or months, or … millennia? Duh!

I am as doubtful as the next man or woman about the purity of the Coalition’s motives. I am full of apprehension about what sort of Iraq we will have after the war: Halliburton Inc? I am aghast at some of the political miscalculations that appear to have been made. Iraqi civilian deaths are as deplorable as the deaths of terrorist’s victims. Neither side has the monopoly on evil.

But I find nauseatingly pathetic those politicians who have postured on TV, bleating in the name of ‘compassion’ against Tony Blair and George W. Bush, yet who have made no audible noises at all against Saddam over the past 12 years while he has grown fat through torturing, gassing, mutilating and impoverishing his own people. I find it disgusting to hear opportunistic British politicians rounding on our own leaders with ridiculously emotive and scandalous allegations of the intention to “bomb the **** out of women and children” (Shirley Williams on Question Time). Who bombed innocent Iraqi Kurds, Shiites and Marsh Arabs? Who is cynically using the women and children (and men) of Basra as a human shield?

Since there must be wars, may they at least succeed in ridding the world of evil tyrants. God shifted the old Babylon and the first Nebuchadnezzar out of the way with powers that were far from innocent. Perhaps he will do the same with this self-styled new Nebuchadnezzar.

I find myself in support of this war. And with some trepidation I long for the day when John’s vision is seen by all and final, victorious war is waged on warring sin. “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no-one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron sceptre." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation 19:11-16)

Only then will there be peace.

Your Minister and friend,

Dominic Smart

