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‘On your Marks..’
A whistle-stop tour of Mark’s account of the life and ministry of Jesus
“After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’”      [Mark 1.14f]
Mark was a man on a mission, and he was writing for people in a hurry. His is the shortest of the four gospel accounts, and a sense of great urgency runs through it all. He puts the spotlight on Jesus, and he wants his readers to see from the start both that, and why, Jesus is good news: and how He becomes good news for each of us.
*
5. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] “.. He found nothing but leaves ..”
Mark 11.1-25
This passage is a further instance of Mark setting alongside each other two related narratives to reinforce the lessons to be learned from them. 
In this case, while Jesus’ entry into the city of Jerusalem is met with an enthusiastic response from the people, His entry into the temple there has Him responding less than enthusiastically. The incident with the fig-tree serves to highlight the root problem in the life of the people of Israel.
*
1. Read Mark 11.1-25. Jesus entered the capital, and then, once in the city, entered the temple. In both a literal and metaphorical sense He was going right to the heart of the nation’s life.
How in a single sentence would you summarise the thrust of this whole passage?
What do you think Jesus is looking for in your life? And what does he find?


2. Read Mark 11.1-10. The manner in which Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem was very deliberate - mirroring the prophecy of Zechariah (Zech.9.9) “See your King comes ..”.
What lessons might you learn from the responses of people to Jesus which are described in these verses?
In what ways has the kingship of Jesus impacted your living?



3. Read Mark 11.11-19. The fig-tree provided for Jesus a graphic picture of the state of the Jewish people, epitomized by what He then found in the temple.
In what ways did the fig-tree provide a picture of what He would find in the temple?
What message did Jesus mean to convey in pronouncing a curse on the fig-tree?
How does this challenge you?



4. Read Mark 11.20-25. In explaining the withering of the fig-tree to His disciples, Jesus underlines the nature of the faith by which our lives are to be rooted in God.
If the temple was to be ‘a house of prayer’, God’s people are to be a people of prayer: how do these verses challenge you in relation to your praying?
The withering of the fig-tree was the result of a simple one-line ‘prayer’ (v.14): are there situations where it might be appropriate for us to pray along similar lines?
