Making much of Jesus3
w/b 15th September 2019

present-day lessons from the letter to the Hebrews

Although written to Jews who had trusted in Jesus, and although drawing regularly on Old Testament references, the letter to the Hebrews has a very pressing contemporary significance. 
This series of studies is intended to stir in our hearts both a deepening delight and a growing confidence in all that Jesus is and has done, imparting to us the fortitude and strength we need to serve Him faithfully in today’s world.
You can find the background to this short series here.
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3.  Fully human in every way (Heb.2.5-18) 
[w/b Sunday 15th September 2019]
[bookmark: _GoBack]“.. He too shared in their humanity ..”

The writer has stressed in chapter 1 the divine glory of Jesus: He is the Son (angels, however awesome, are mere servants), the King (angels, however high-ranking, are but courtiers), and the Creator (angels, however splendid, are still creatures). 
Here in this passage it is the complete humanity of Jesus which the writer is at pains to underline. He sets out a range of different ways in which (without diminishing His divinity at all) the full humanity of Jesus is so integral to the gospel.
[Before attending a Community Group try on your own to consider all 7 questions - even though your Group may concentrate on just some of them. Key questions in this study are probably 3, 4 and 7. As always try to leave good time for shared prayer!]
*
1. Read Hebrews 2.5-18. Reading the whole passage will give you a sense of the stress the writer places on the essential humanity of Jesus.
In what ways does it help you to know that the Son of God assumed our humanity and became fully human?
When you read the passage what part stands out for you, and why? 



2. Read Hebrews 2.5-8. Quoting Psalm 8.4-6, the writer reminds his readers of God’s original purpose in the creation of humanity.
Read Gen.1.26-28: in the light of both the opening statement of v.5 and the quotation from the psalm, what is our calling and destiny of human beings?
The words “.. yet at present we do not see ..” remind us of the ‘now and not yet’ nature of God’s grace: what parts of the promise of God are we given to enjoy ‘now’ and what parts are ‘not yet’?





3. Read Hebrews 2.9. Here we come to the first of a number of reasons which the writer gives as to why the humanity of Jesus is so integral to the gospel and our experience of God’s grace.
Compare this verse with Phil.2.6-11: why is it “because He suffered death” that Jesus is now ‘crowned with glory and honour’?
In what sense did Jesus ‘taste death for everyone’?
How does that comfort and encourage you?






4. Read Hebrews 2.10-13. Jesus is described as the ‘pioneer’ of our salvation: and in these verses the writer now sets out a second reason why Jesus’ humanity is so integral.
According to these verses, what is God intent on doing in our lives through His saving grace?
How might we as a local fellowship of believers give best expression to our being ‘family’?



5. Read Hebrews 2.14-16. As men and women we are enslaved by one whose power we cannot break: that power can only be broken ‘from the inside’, through Jesus assuming our humanity.
How did Jesus’ death serve to break the power of the devil (have a look at 1 Cor.15.56f also)?
God has come to our help in Jesus: why does the writer stress that it is “Abraham’s descendants” that He helps?





6. Read Hebrews 2.17. The writer continues to explain the significance of Jesus being “made like (us), fully human in every way”.
What is the reason which the writer here gives to explain why Jesus “had to be made like them”?
What difference does it make to you to know that your sins have been atoned for?




7. Read Hebrews 2.18. There’s a final reason why Jesus’ humanity is so integral to our experience of God’s grace, and it’s with this that the section concludes.
What does the writer say in this verse is so significant about Jesus’ humanity?
How have you known the truth of this verse in your life?
