
‘Core truths’ 

Getting to grips with the basic message of the Bible 

 

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may 
follow all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29.29) 

 

In this brief, four-part series of studies the aim is to familiarize 
ourselves with the essential thrust of the Bible. There’s a “need-
to-know” basis to what we find in the Bible. 

 

Not all the questions we’d like to be answered are answered, but 
the things we need to know – the things which make for our true 
well-being and enable us to enjoy God’s salvation – they have all 
been revealed to us by Him. 

 

* 

 

2. The body  
 “.. all the believers were together..” 

Acts 2.41-47 
 

The faith with which we ‘accept the message’ of the gospel brings us 
into a fellowship of believers: our faith in Jesus is plural as well as 
personal – we are brought into the ‘body’ of Christ. 
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1. Read Acts 2.41-47. This ‘cameo’ of the Jerusalem church in her 
earliest days provides something of a ‘prototype’ for the life of 
believers living out our lives together. 

 

What features of the life of the Jerusalem church stand out 
for you in this passage? 

 

Should we expect today the ‘growth’ to which vv.41 & 47 
allude? 

 

 
 
 
 
2. Read Acts 2.42-43. Luke’s picture of the Jerusalem church sees 
him start by highlighting the key priorities to which the believers 
gave themselves. 

 

What are the four priorities mentioned in this verse and how 
do they translate into the life of your Church? 

 

What will it mean for you to devote yourself similarly, and 
why does it matter that you do? 

 

Whatever others thought about these believers, this fledgling 
church couldn’t be ignored! What explains the ‘awe’, with 
which everyone was filled? 

 
 
 

 

 

 



3. Read Acts 2.44-45. The believers’ mutual generosity is given 
some stress by Luke in his account of the early church – have a 
look at Acts 4.32-37 to see a very similar account. 

 

What lessons do these verses have for us as the body of 
Christ today? 

 

Read 2 Cor.8.1-9: what explains, or prompted, such 
expressions of mutual generosity in the early church? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Acts 2.46-47. The believers were from the start a people 
who congregated; they met with one another daily, both in the 
temple and, more informally, in their homes. 

 

Read Heb.10.19-25: why are we as believers encouraged to 
meet together? 

 

Read Psalm 133: how might this psalm help us understand 
the growth of the church in Jerusalem, and what lessons 
might we learning from both these verses and Ps.133? 

 

Turn these lessons into a prayer! 


