
‘Core truths’ 

Getting to grips with the basic message of the Bible 

 

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may 
follow all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29.29) 

In this brief, four-part series of studies the aim is to familiarize 
ourselves with the essential thrust of the Bible. There’s a “need-
to-know” basis to what we find in the Bible. 

 

Not all the questions we’d like to be answered are answered, but 
the things we need to know – the things which make for our true 
well-being and enable us to enjoy God’s salvation – they have all 
been revealed to us by Him. 

 

* 

 

3. The mission   
 “.. you are witnesses of these things ..” 

Luke 24.36-53 
 

Responding to the gospel believers are brought in to the body of 
Christ: and as such we share in the mission of Jesus. The book of 
Acts narrates how Jesus, now risen from the dead, continued His 
ministry by His Holy Spirit working in and through His people. 

 

Here at the end of Luke’s gospel, the ‘prequel’ to Acts, the broad 
terms of that mission entrusted to believers is spelled out by Jesus. 
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* 

 

1. Read Luke 24.36-53. Although the substance of the mission to 
which Jesus’ followers are summoned is given in the latter part of 
the passage, it’s worth reading the passage as a whole. 

 

What helped you most in reaching the conviction that Jesus 
is indeed risen from the dead, alive and at work today? 

 

How do you see your own day-by-day life as a believer being 
a part of what Jesus is continuing to do in the world today? 

 

 
 
 
 
2. Read Luke 24.36-43. These verses give some sense of the 
spiritual state of those who comprise the ‘body of Christ’ and 
through whom Jesus would be continuing His work. 

 

What do we learn about the disciples from these verses? 

 

In what respects can you see yourself in what is said about 
them? 

 
 

 

 

 
3. Read Luke 24.44-48. Jesus spells out for His followers what He 
has come to do, and what part they will now play in the continuing 
ministry which He will be exercising. 

 



From what you read here, what would you set out as the 
essential thrust of the message of the Scriptures? 

 

What is the primary calling of believers, according to what 
Jesus says here – and how does that translate into your life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Luke 24.49-53. The mission is His mission: Jesus makes 
it clear that the task He entrusts to them is not one which they can 
undertake or carry through in their own strength. 

 

What was promised by Jesus here (v.49) is now the reality 
for every Christian: how has the promise of v.49 helped and 
encouraged you in your life as a Christian? 

 

Read Genesis 1.28: what encouragement did Jesus mean to 
give His disciples in the manner in which ‘He left them and 
was taken up into heaven’? 


