Ezra 2.17°
Willing volunteers

This is a famous poster
which first appeared during
the first World War.

It’s a clever poster because
if you pin it up on the wall
the man is always pointing
at you, no matter where
you stand!

Look how much bigger the
word YOU is compared to
the other words!

See if you can find out (or
work out) what the name
of the man in the poster is.



Today’s passage is about choosing.

Ezra 2

It’s a looooong chapter with
a lot of verses!

And it’s a long chapter with a
lot of names and numbers!

When you have a read of it
you’re probably left thinking
‘Why is this in the Bible?’

This chapter is really a list of
people who volunteered.

The king of Persia (Cyrus)
wanted people to go back to
Judah and build the temple
in Jerusalem: and this is a list
of the people who put their
hand up and said, “Yes, |
want to go and do this!”

Now these are the people of the province who came
up from the captivity of the exiles, whom
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken captive
to Babylon (they returned to Jerusalem and Judah,
each to their own town,%in company with
Zerubbabel, Joshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar,Bigvai, Rehum and
Baanah

The list of the men of the people of Israel:




Here’s a page full of questions to get you thinking about choosing!

WOULD YOU RATHER?

|| Would you rather...

be a superhero or a
e/princess?

Would you rather be able to
turn invisible or be able to fly?

VOULD YOU RATHER

be outside
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Would you rather...
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, [Would you rather..| you rather-...|

9o to the zoo or the
oguariam?

>

Would you rather

Would you rather have no
electricity or no running water?

e

Would you rather get
in trouble with your
parents or your
teacher?

TRSUSLE

Would you rather

have lunch with the
president or a famous Would you rather.. sleepinabedora
singer? drink hot chocolate or sleeping bag ata
el ﬁbslccm)V'cr?
a1 )
Would you rather... QLS ' Would you rather never be
3 *’
allowed to eat your three
oot frult or vegetables? @ favourite foods, or only allowed
R3 to eat your three favourite
foods?

Would you rather be really rich
but with no real friends or have
little money and lots of good

dishes or
clean the

Would you rather
swim in a pool or the

ocean?
’” Meges Would you rather
adopt a stray cat ora
stray dog?

Would you rather wear clown

Would you rather...
lsten o music or read a
bock?

shoes every day or a clown nose
every day? %
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VWOULD YOU RATHER

[~ )> g0 to the
=~ dooctor or
the dentist?

Would you rather be too hot or
too cold?
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You can maybe see what answers your family and friends give to
the same questions! Sometimes it’s not easy having to choose!

In today’s Bible passage the people had to choose, a bit like that.

OULD YOU RATHER?

Would they rather go back
to Jerusalem? .....

... or stay in Babylon?




What do you think you
would have done?

Everyone had to choose.

Going to Jerusalem would have
meant a long, difficult journey ..

.. and a lot of hard work when they
got back to the city.

Staying in Babylon would have
meant no big upheaval at all ..

.. and life as usual in a very
prosperous city. ... HMMMMMM?

Remember this man?

YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS

The finger is always pointing at ...!



Try drawing the pointing finger, and see if you can get it so that it’s always
pointing at you! Use the picture in the box as your guide and copy it!

You and | also have to choose what we’re
going to do with the message of the King.

For us, it’s the message of e
the King of kings :
(Jesus).

When the Lord
Jesus calls us to
follow Him,
we have to s
choose. - — ——

Will you say ‘Yes’ ..
.. or ‘No’.
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the princes in Israel take
the lead, when the people
willingly offer themselves

- praise the Lord!”
(Judges 5.2)




Colouring im o

Here’s a picture for you to colour in: it’s of Jesus calling the fishermen to follow Him.
See how He’s pointing to them!
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o 80d 8 puzzlc

See if you can find the way for His disciples to get to Jesus

JESUS CHOOSES HIS 12 DISCIPLES

Jesus is calling his disciples. Lead the men to him.
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