Haggai 2.1
Be strong .. work!

The background

The people of God were involved in a building project.

A BIG building project! They were rebuilding the temple of God in
Jerusalem. They’d put down the foundations, but then .. for 18 years
there’d been no further work on building the temple at all. It was still all
pretty much in ruins.

Haggai was one of two prophets whom the Lord raised up
at this time to stir the people into action again. \

The prophets were a bit like coaches.

Sometimes they had to challenge the people

quite severely: and sometimes

they just had to
encourage

them.
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Which is what Haggai
was doing
here.
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You'll know
the words of the song!

Look very closely at it.

There’s a picture

behind the words!

What'’s it a picture of?

Why do you think that’s the picture behind the words?




If‘ 1 On the twenty-first day of

Y the seventh month, the word

of the Lord came through the

prophet Haggai: 2 ‘Speak to

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,

' governor of Judah, to Joshua
son of Jozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the

i people. Ask them, 3“Who of

: you is left who saw this house
in its former glory? How does
it look to you now? Does it not
seem to you like nothing?
4But now be strong,
Zerubbabel,” declares the
Lord. “Be strong, Joshua son of
Jozadak, the high priest. Be
strong, all you people of the
land,” declares the Lord, “and
work. For | am with you,”

| declares the Lord Almighty.

‘ > “This is what | covenanted
with you when you came out
of Egypt. And my Spirit

~remains among you.
Do not fear.”

The promise:

"v gave to enable

Have a read of

This message which God gave
through His prophet Haggai came
about 4 weeks after the people
had started rebuilding the temple.

Probably the people were getting

a bit tired (shifting big stones can

be hard work after = B ED
all!) and perhaps 2 g
they thought that '
there wasn’t really
all  that  much
progress to be seen
for all their hard

e

See if you can
spot what the 3
commands were
: that God gave
them through the
prophet Haggai — and the one
big promise He

them to do what He said.




Jesus

calls s to work
with Him

Sometimes we can get tired too and wonder if we will be able to do it.

God encourages
usin the Bible.

He reminds us of how He has raised Jesus from the dead!

Christ has indeed been raised

o T

? from the dead! .. Thanksbeto %
God, He gives us the victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dear brothers and
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing
move you. Always give yourselves <z
fully to the work of the Lord, 2
because you know that your

labour in the Lord is not in vain. J

1 Corinthians 15.20, 57-58

’
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/A prayer

Think about the bits of the Bible which you’ve read today

Haggai 2.1-§
1 Corinthians & 5768

Then try praying this prayer (or making up your own prayer!)

Thank You, Jcsus, that You love me so much.
T]’lank You that you've Promisccl always to be with me.
Thank You that You want me to share with You in Your work.

Sometimes ]get tired when ]’m serving You.
| need Your SPirit to hclp me, and to give me strcngth.

] get scarcd, too, sometimes.

Flcasc hclp me to be brave
and to remember that

You're always with me.

Flcasc hclP me to be
strong in Your service

and bold in tc”ing my
friends about You.

Thank You, Jcsus, that l can
trust You for cvcrytlﬁing!



Today’s verse for you

to try and remember!

“Always
give yourselves
fully to the work of
the Lord, because you
know that your labour
in the Lord is not
in vain”

The verse is from
1 Corinthians 15.58
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This is quite a difficult Wordsearch about

Words of Encouragement '
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BRAVE
COURAGEOUS

BELIEVE

CONFIDENT

ACHIEVER
CAPABLE
INSPIRED

OPTIMISM

PRODUCTIVE

ACCOMPLISH

CALM
DETERMINED
MOTIVATIONAL

INTELLIGENT
PERSEVERANCE

INSPIRING
PATIENCE

RESILIENCE
WORTHWHILE

PROUD
TRIUMPHANT

POSITIVE
STRONG

SUCCESS



Fer you to COLOUR
Try colouring in the letters of the command and promise which God gives His people
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Here’s another picture to colour inl
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