Draw a circle round any of the fruits below which you like.

Write down here (or draw!)
what your favourite fruit is ..

Maybe you like apples. Maybe you don’t.
Even if you like apples, you certainly
wouldn’t like this particular apple!

Do you know what happens if you
leave an apple like that in a box full
of other apples?
Quite quickly they all go bad!

(that’s an old proverb!)

That’s really what today’s passage
is about.
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On the twenty-fourth day of
the ninth month, in the second
year of Darius, the word of
the Lord came to the prophet
Haggai: 11 “This
is
what
the Lord Almighty says: ‘Ask
the priests what the law
says: 12 If someone carries
consecrated meat in the fold
of their garment, and that fold
touches some bread or stew,
some wine, olive oil or other
food, does it become
consecrated?’”
The priests answered, “No.”
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Then Haggai said, “If a
person defiled by contact with
a dead body touches one of
these things, does it become
defiled?”
“Yes,” the priests replied, “it
becomes defiled.”
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Then Haggai said, “‘So it is
with this people and this
nation in my sight,’ declares
the Lord. ‘Whatever they do
and whatever they offer there
is defiled.

Have a read of

God had another message to pass
on to His people through Haggai.
*
Haggai was a prophet, a man who
had the job of telling people what
God was saying.
This was the third message God
had given him to bring to the
people.
*
The message started with two
questions.
They were a bit like these two
questions: see if you can answer
them.
1) Can one good apple make a box
of bad apples good? (Draw a circle
round your answer)
YES / NO
2) Can one bad apple make a box
of good apples bad?
YES / NO

How did you answer those two questions? Did you answer
them in the same way as the priests did in the passage?

You should know what

this
is a symbol of!
(Write your answer in the box below)

_ _ _ _ D-_ _
Here’s a poster which gives you
some important advice!
You’ve probably seen posters like
this – and you’ll certainly have been
given this advice lots of times!
*
Unhealthy germs which make you ill
can be spread quite easily: and then
other people catch the illness too.
Write in the box the word which
describes the act of passing on to
someone else your unhealthy germs
The letters you’ll need are below!

_________

But it doesn’t work the other way round!

But it doesn’t work the other way round!

It can take a big team of nurses, all
working together, a long time to help
one person who’s ill to get better.

That was the lesson God wanted His people to learn
when He gave Haggai the prophet this message to
bring to the priests in Jerusalem.

is like a deadly virus.

It makes everything start to go bad
and wrong very quickly.
... just like a bad apple in the barrel!

15

“‘Now give careful thought to this
from this day on – consider how
things were before one stone was
laid on another in the Lord’s
temple.16 When anyone came to a
heap of twenty measures, there
were only ten. When anyone went
to a wine vat to draw fifty
measures, there were only
twenty. 17 I struck all the work of
your hands with blight, mildew and
hail, yet you did not return to me,’
declares the Lord.

That’s what God’s people had been
discovering over the previous years –
and they’d learned it the hard way!

Things had been getting worse: smaller
not bigger
When there should have been 20, there
were only 10: when they’d looked for 50,
they found there were only 20.
What did God say was the reason?

_O_

___

______

_O_

_O

__

When you turn to Jesus, saying you’re sorry,
and ask for His forgiveness, things go better!
But it can take time!
When people catch a nasty infection they
can become ill quite quickly: but the process
of healing can take a much longer time.
Sometimes it can take a good long while
before they’re properly well again.

Have a look at the last part
of the message Haggai
brought to the priests.
You’ll find it in

‘From
this
day
on I
will
bless
you.’

God’s blessing brings
healing and makes us better.

It takes time, though, and
we have to learn to be
very patient always!

That’s what the people in Jerusalem had to learn:
and it’s a lesson we all have to learn as well!

Think about the verses in the Bible which you’ve read today

Then try praying this prayer (or making up your own prayer!)
Thank You, Jesus, that You are always very patient with me.
I’m sorry that I’ve often ignored You.
I’m sorry for times when I’ve been selfish and sinned.
Thank You for what You’ve taught me in the Bible today.
Help me remember that, like a bad apple, sin spoils everything.
I need You to help me, Jesus: all the time.
Help me to look to You
and to learn from You,
day by day.
Please ‘bless’ me,
like You said You
would bless the people
in Haggai’s time.
And please help me to be
patient as You work in my life
to make me like Yourself.

Today’s verse for you
to try and remember!
, Jesus, that I can

trust You for everything!
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First, an easy ‘Apple’ Wordsearch, and then a harder one!

Some pictures for you to colour in!

