
‘Starting again 

Returning to life after lockdown 

 
“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How 
does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 
But now be strong …” (Haggai 2.3f) 

As the lockdown restrictions are gradually eased and we return 
bit by bit to the rhythms of congregational life, the return of the 
exiles from Babylon provides an instructive, parallel narrative. 

The return from Babylon was both gradual and difficult: it’s 
narrated in the two books Ezra and Nehemiah (which were 
originally one book), and the ministry of Haggai and Zechariah 
had an integral part to play in the challenges facing the people 
back then. 

* 

20. Illumination 
“‘.. unless someone explains it to me ..’” 

Acts 8.26-38 
The Magi needed help in understanding. So, too, did the official 
of whom we read in these verses. The Spirit who awakens and 
convicts is the Spirit who also gives illumination. 

* 

1. Read Acts 8.26-38. The Reformers emphasized the clarity of 
Scripture – and yet at the same time recognized the need for the 
illumination of the Spirit. 

What has been your experience of that illumination of the 
Spirit (times when you needed help to understand what the 
Bible has to say)? 

As you read the narrative in what ways are you able to 
discern the Lord at work in this official’s life? 
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2. Read Acts 8.26-29. Like the Magi, this official had travelled the 
long distance to Jerusalem: he, too, was a ‘seeker’, looking for 
answers to the big questions of life, and seeking God. 

What ‘clues’ do you get in these verses as to this man’s 
hunger for God? 

Have you known something akin to Philip’s experience here 
in your own life as a follower of Jesus? 

How open are you to the leading and prompting of the Lord, 
as Philip clearly was – and how does that ‘prompting’ 
happen? 

 
 
 

 

 
3. Read Acts 8.30-35. The Magi were asking, ‘Where?’ The official 
here was asking, ‘Who?’ In both cases they needed help in being 
pointed in the right direction. 

What ‘resources’ did God bring into your path to point you 
in the right direction? 

What lessons might you learn from Philip’s approach here, 
and what steps are you resolved to take as a result? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Acts 8.36-38. The Magi acted on the message they’d been 
given, in contrast to the priests and the teachers of the law: the 
official was intent on doing the same. 

For both the Magi and the official here there was clearly a 
‘next step’ for them to take: what might that ‘next step’ look 
like for someone you met in Aberdeen? 

What action has studying this passage prompted you to 
take? 


