My name is —

There’s a man in the Bible called

ONESIMUS

He was a slave who’d run away from
his master (a man called Philemon).

Onesimus had come to trust in Jesus
and when Paul met him, Paul
sent him back to his master.

The name ONESIMUS has a special meaning.

See if you put these letters together in the
right order to spell what his name means.

His name means
[ — [ [ s



Today’s passage is about a man who was
very useful to the Lord!

His name was Ezra.

The story of which he was a part took
place a long, long time ago —a good 500
years and more before Jesus was born!

And it’s a long story!

This man Ezra only appeared 80 years after
the story had started! He hadn’t even been born
when this story of God being at work had begun!

God is never in a rush!

That means we often have to wait patiently!

It took them 20 years to get the temple
built: but they’d managed to do it! )

i @"

God’s people had been taken
from Jerusalem far away to the
land of Babylon: it was a sad time.

When they arrived

) A .. but 58 years had
the city was in ruins!

passed since then!



The temple had been rebuilt.

But the people needed to be ‘rebuilt’ as well.
They needed to be taught from the Bible how
God meant them to live.

That’s why God had sent this man Ezra back to
erusalem — to teach them the Bible.

—

— e —

I.Ezra tells us ? few | After these things,
things about himself! during the reign of

. _ _ Artaxerxes king of Persia, !
The first thing we learn is Ezra son of Seraiah, the

that he h?d a long family son of Azariah, the son
history: his ancestor Aaron of Hilkiah, 2the son of

was the brother of Moses.

Shallum, the son of
Zadok, the son of

Moses and Aaron lived hundreds Ahitub, 3the son of

and hundreds of years earlier!

How much of your family history » oth. 2the son of
do you know? '

a4 ,
My Dad My Dad’s Dad My Dad’s Mum EIeazar,. the son o
the chief priest— ®this

Ezra came up from
\. N\ ‘ Babylon.




It’s a very special thing growing up in a
family where each generation loves
the Lord Jesus.

That’s how God means it to be.

He means that parents should teach
their children about Jesus:

And when those children grow up,
they then are to teach their children
about Jesus!

Why not say ‘Thank You’ to God now for your family?

Thank God for all the people who teach you about Jesus and who help you
understand the Bible.

J

God needed someone to teach the people in Jerusalem and help
them learn to live as God meant them to live.

And Ezra was the ideal person!

He was going to be very useflll to God!

Ezra came up from Babylon.

He was a teacher well
versed in the Law of Moses,
which the Lord, the God of
Israel, had given.

Why was Ezra so well suited to do this job for God?

“He was a

Read
Ezra 7.1°

Ezra had devoted himself to
the study and observance 0'-
the Law of the Lord, and to

teaching its decrees and
laws in Israel.

which the Lord, the God of Israel had given”

Here’s how that that had come about!

And there’s the key word for today’s lesson —

devoted




devoted ..

That means that Ezra had made this an absolute top priority.

It wasn’t something he’d thought he’d maybe do.

He would do it. Whatever.

Look at v.10 again. What were the three things which Ezra had
made sure would be an absolute top priority for himself.



Ezra was a person who proved to be very useLul in the service of God.

Make it your aim to be useful too: that’ll mean being deVOted like Ezra was.

Try following these seven bits of advice so that you will be truly

devoted ..« usetul

in God’s service

Day by day try and read a bit from the Bible
Expect God to be speaking to you through the Bible \
; i erses: try and memorise some verses from the Bible

@rganise your reading of the Bible by using Bible Notes

Tell someone what you’ve been learning
Explanations: get someone to explain bits you don’t understand

Do whatever you’ve heard God teach you!




/A prayer

Think about what you’ve been learning today.

Now try praying this prayer (or making up your own prayer!)

Thank You, Jcsus, for tcaching me about this man E_zra.

Jt's exciting to see how You wanted to use him in what You were cloing

~ and to know that You want me to share in Your work as welll

T hank You that You're neverin a rush: sometimes, Jcsus, | find it hard

notto bein a hurrg - waiting isn’t alwags casg!

] rca”g want to be useful in Your service, so that my life will make a

difference: thank You for showing me how |, too,

can be useful by bcing
like | zra was - devoted.

Flcasc hclP me, Jcsus,
to get into the habit of

rcading and lcaming

from the Biblc.

Hclp me to understand
what You teach me in the Bible:
and hclP me, too, to learn to Put
it all into Practicc and to do what
You teach mel!



Today’s verse for you

to try and remember!

“Ezra had devoted himself
to the study and observance of the
Law of the Lord, and to teaching its
decrees and laws in Israel”
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Ezra
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£\ puzzie for yous

If you go to the end of the worksheet you’ll find where to look!

(But no cheating! Try working it out for yourself first!)

AILIWIOIA|K|Y|U

W

Here’s a super fun Bible word
game!

We've hidden a verse from
Proverbs in this shape.

To find it, you'll need to start at
the correct letter and then read
every second letter, going in a
clockwise direction.

How long will it take you to
uncover the wisdom of this
proverb?

OimS Hm|<|D|C|H|O|Clm|BO|Z|ICln|Z
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A PUZZLE ..

See if you can work your way through the books of the Old Testament.
All the books are there in the right order, but only the first letter of
each book has been given. And there are some ‘false trails’ too!
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