Do you know what a ‘volunteer’ is?
Tick which of the statements below best describes a ‘volunteer’:

‘Volunteers’ are people who do something ..
a) because they were told to do so by their parents
b) because they weren’t quick enough to say ‘No’
c) because no one else would do it
d) because they were keen to help out
e) because they won a prize in a competition
f) because they’d done something wrong and this was their punishment

Have you been a ‘volunteer’
at home this past week?

What did you do?

Today’s Bible passage is about ‘volunteers’
Do you remember from last week how the king had given a letter to Ezra?
Can you remember the name of the king?
Here are the letters which you need to spell his name: see if you
can put them in the right order and write out his name below

Read

Have a look again at what the
king had said to Ezra.

Now I decree that any of the
Israelites in my kingdom,
including priests and Levites,
who
to go to
Jerusalem with you, may go.
13

He’d said that Ezra was to look for

‘volunteers’
to go with him back to Jerusalem.

And that’s what Ezra had done. He’d
got a crowd of volunteers to go with
him back to Jerusalem

The chapter starts with the list which
Ezra made of those who’d signed up to
go back with him to Jerusalem.
Here’s how the list starts

Read

These are the family heads
and those registered with
them who came up with me
from Babylon ….

There’s a long list of the
different groups of people
who’d volunteered

of the descendants of Parosh, Zechariah,
and with him were registered 150
men;
4 of the descendants of PahathMoab, Eliehoenai son of Zerahiah, and
with him 200 men;
5 of the descendants of Zattu, Shekaniah
son of Jahaziel, and with him 300 men;
6 of the descendants of Adin, Ebed son of
Jonathan, and with him 50 men;
7 of the descendants of Elam, Jeshaiah
son of Athaliah, and with him 70 men;
8 of the descendants of Shephatiah,
Zebadiah son of Michael, and with him
80 men;
9 of the descendants of Joab, Obadiah
son of Jehiel, and with him 218 men;
10 of the descendants of Bani, Shelomith
son of Josiphiah, and with him 160
men;
11 of the descendants of Bebai, Zechariah
son of Bebai, and with him 28 men;
12 of the descendants of Azgad, Johanan
son of Hakkatan, and with him 110
men;
13 of the descendants of Adonikam, the
last ones, whose names were
Eliphelet, Jeuel and Shemaiah, and
with them 60 men;
14 of the descendants of Bigvai, Uthai and
Zakkur, and with them 70 men.

And there’s a note of the
number in each group.

_________

____
_________
How good are you at maths?
Try adding up the numbers and
see if you can get the total!
It was quite a big number ..
and quite a lot of people!
But not nearly as many as there had
been when the first lot of exiles had
returned to Jerusalem (compare your
total with the numbers in Ezra 2.64-65)
(you’ll find the correct answer on the last page of the worksheet.
But you’ll have to look for it very carefully!)

150
200
300
50
70
80
218
160
28
110
60
70

But there was a problem!
Ezra spotted that something was missing – a certain
group of people who’d be needed in Jerusalem.
How good are you at spotting what’s missing?
Try the puzzle below and see if you can spot what’s
missing from the picture on the left.

Read

15

I assembled them at
the canal that flows
toward Ahava, and we
camped there three days.
When I checked among
the people and the
priests, I found no
Levites there.

Can you see what Ezra spotted?
Here are the letters you’ll need to see what the
problem was: fill in the blanks with the answer

There were …

This group of people had an
important job.
They helped to ensure that
the worship of the Israelites
took place as it was meant
to.
They also helped to teach
people the Bible: and they
acted as judges and made
sure that God’s Law was
being applied properly.
Ezra needed a group of
these people to help him
with the work he would be
doing in Jerusalem
So why hadn’t any of them

volunteered …?

Read

16

Jesus said: “A certain man was preparing a great
banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of
the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who
had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now
ready.’
18

“But they all alike began to make excuses. The
first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go
and see it. Please excuse me.’
19

“Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of
oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please
excuse me.’
20

“Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t
come.’
21

“The servant came back and reported this to his
master. Then the owner of the house became
angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into
the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the
poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’
22

*

“‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has
been done, but there is still room.’
23

Jesus told a story once
about people who chose
not to ‘volunteer’.

“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the
roads and country lanes and compel them to come
in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one
of those who were invited will get a taste of my
banquet.’”

Read the story now!

Can you see in this picture all the ‘excuses’ people gave in the story which Jesus told?
Go to the next page to fill out what the excuses were.

Here are the excuses
people had.
Draw a line between
the excuse (in the
rectangles) and the real
reason (in the circle)

people

my job

matter more than

matters more than

Jesus

Jesus

my
belongings
matter more than

Jesus

Ezra wasn’t taking ‘No’ for an answer!

Read

He sent some of the leaders to tell the Levites that
they were needed.
16

Sometimes we need someone to come and ask us
specifically if we’d be willing to help.

It’s a lot harder to say ‘No’ when the person is standing
right in front of you asking if you would volunteer!

So I summoned ..
leaders, and .. 17 I told them
what to say to Iddo and his
fellow Levites, the temple
servants in Kasiphia, so
that they might bring
attendants to us for the
house of our God.

Ezra got his volunteers!

Read

18

Because the gracious hand of
our God was on us, they brought
us Sherebiah, a capable man,
from the descendants of Mahli
son of Levi .. and Sherebiah’s
sons and brothers, 18 in
all; 19 and Hashabiah, together
with
Jeshaiah
from
the
descendants of Merari, and his
brothers and nephews, 20 in
all. 20 They also brought 220 of
the temple servants—a body
that David and the officials had
established to assist the Levites.

In the story Jesus told, there
were 3 people who made
excuses and wouldn’t come
to the party.
Ezra tells us here about 3 men who did come to
the party! 3 people who did volunteer!
Write their names below –

________
________
_______

Through the Bible Jesus calls you to go with Him and
share in the work which He is doing in the world.

There’s a song in the Old Testament with this line –
When the people willingly offer themselves – praise the LORD!

Think about what you’ve been learning today.
Now try praying this prayer (or making up your own prayer!)
Thank You, Jesus, for what I’ve been learning in the Bible today.
It’s exciting to know that You want people to go with You and to share
with You in the amazing things You’re always doing in the world!
I want to volunteer! I sometimes wonder if I could ever be much use to
You, but I’ve got my hand up and I’m definitely volunteering!
It must have been exciting for the people when the king said that
anyone who wanted to go with Ezra to Jerusalem could go!
It’s exciting for me to learn
that the King of all kings
has said that anyone who
wants to go with You as
You carry on Your work
in the world can go!
Help me never to let other
things or other people get in the
way of my following You.
Count me in, please! I’m Yours!

Today’s verse for you
to try and remember!
=me not just to follow the crowd
but to gather others around me
who will want to serve You too!

Ezra 8.18

Jesus called the 12 to go with Him. Can you find them all?

Ezra is told by the king to go to Jerusalem and teach God’s people the Bible again!

