
‘Starting again 

Returning to life after lockdown 

 
“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How 
does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 
But now be strong …” (Haggai 2.3f) 

As the lockdown restrictions are gradually eased and we return 
bit by bit to the rhythms of congregational life, the return of the 
exiles from Babylon provides an instructive, parallel narrative. 

The return from Babylon was both gradual and difficult: it’s 
narrated in the two books Ezra and Nehemiah (which were 
originally one book), and the ministry of Haggai and Zechariah 
had an integral part to play in the challenges facing the people 
back then. 

* 

23. Teaching 
“.. the hand of the LORD my God was on me ..” 

Ezra 7.11-28 
The return of the second group of exiles to Jerusalem in 458 BC 
bore a striking similarity to the circumstances of the return of the 
first group: the summary in 7.1-10 is now fleshed out with detail. 

* 

1. Read Ezra 7.11-28. The return of this second group of exiles 
began, like the first, with a decree of a pagan king: Ezra, however, 
can see here, as in chapter 1 (1.1), a ‘higher hand’ at work. 

What prompted the praise in Ezra’s heart (vv.27f)? 

What has stirred such praise in your heart over the past 
year? 
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2. Read Ezra 7.11-20. Ezra seems to have had a formal, almost 
‘diplomatic’ role (v.12) which put him in the position of bringing 
certain requests to the king (see.7.6). 

In this first part of the decree of the king (vv.13-20), what 
did he charge Ezra to do? 

“God's work done in God's way will never lack God's supply” 
(Hudson Taylor): what has been your experience of that? 

Who today might be in a similar position to Ezra, having ‘the 
ear of the king’, and how might we pray for them? 

 

 

 
3. Read Ezra 7.21-26. The second part of the king’s decree made 
provision both for the temple worship and for the right 
administration of justice. 

What motivated the king to make this decree (v.23)? 

And how might that concern have arisen in his heart? 

Why do you think a knowledge of the Law of the Lord is so 
important in the administration of justice (vv.25f)? 

 

 
 
4. Read Ezra 7.27-28. The king’s decree was remarkable: Ezra 
readily recognized that and acknowledged the activity of God 
Himself behind what the king had decreed. 

Ezra indicates that he ‘took courage’: how does the whole 
chapter encourage you? 

How does the chapter challenge you?  

What lessons might we learn from this narrative? 


