
‘Starting again 

Returning to life after lockdown 

 
“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How 
does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 
But now be strong …” (Haggai 2.3f) 

As the lockdown restrictions are gradually eased and we return 
bit by bit to the rhythms of congregational life, the return of the 
exiles from Babylon provides an instructive, parallel narrative. 

The return from Babylon was both gradual and difficult: it’s 
narrated in the two books Ezra and Nehemiah (which were 
originally one book), and the ministry of Haggai and Zechariah 
had an integral part to play in the challenges facing the people 
back then. 

* 

24. Volunteers 
“.. I found no Levites there ..” 

Ezra 8.1-20 
The record of the return of this second group of exiles mirrors the 
earlier record (see Ezra 2) with a list of those who returned: Ezra 
clearly saw the return from Babylon as a ‘second exodus’. 

* 

1. Read Ezra 8.1-20. The king’s decree had allowed for and 
indeed encouraged volunteers to return to Jerusalem with Ezra: 
these verses list those who one way or another volunteered. 

What would you say was the primary practical thrust of the 
passage – how do you apply it to yourself? 

Read Judges 5.2-9: is ‘volunteering’ an issue today in the 
life of Christ’s church? 
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2. Read Ezra 8.1-14. There’s a careful and significant order in the 
list of those who returned, stressing the ministry of God’s priests, 
the centrality of His promise and the unity of His people. 

Why do you think the Holy Spirit deemed it important that 
we have a lengthy list of people whose names mean little or 
nothing to us? 

How much do you know of your forbears? Has there been a 
‘line of faith’ down the generations? What have been the 
blessings of that for you? 

 

 

 
3. Read Ezra 8.15-17. The absence of any Levites was a matter of 
great and understandable concern to Ezra: he initiated an urgent 
recruiting drive to remedy the lack of Levites. 

What might have explained the absence of Levites? 

The ‘general invitation’ to return to Jerusalem was now 
supplemented by a ‘personal exhortation’ addressed to 
specific individuals: how might this pattern be applied in 
the life of our fellowship? 

 

 
 
4. Read Ezra 8.18-20. Ezra’s action brought an immediate and 
substantial response, which he took as a further indication of 
God’s hand being upon the whole venture. 

Consider the use of the words ‘they brought ..’ (see vv.18, 
20): what pressure should leaders place on people to 
involve them in different spheres of ministry? 

How might this passage be applied in our life as a fellowship, 
and how has it challenged you?  

 


