
‘Starting again 

Returning to life after lockdown 

 

“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How 
does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 
But now be strong …” (Haggai 2.3f) 

As the lockdown restrictions are gradually eased and we return 
bit by bit to the rhythms of congregational life, the return of the 
exiles from Babylon provides an instructive, parallel narrative. 

The return from Babylon was both gradual and difficult: it’s 
narrated in the two books Ezra and Nehemiah (which were 
originally one book), and the ministry of Haggai and Zechariah 
had an integral part to play in the challenges facing the people 
back then. 

* 

28. Revival 
“.. there is still hope for Israel  ..” 

Ezra 10.1-44 
Chapters 9 and 10 really belong together. Not least through the 
lead which Ezra gave, the Holy Spirit moved in power, convicting 
many people of their sin, resulting in a radical re-consecration. 

 

* 

 

1. Read Ezra 10.1-44. In these weeks of ‘Lent’ it’s very fitting to 
be studying a chapter which narrates how the compromised 
living of the people of Israel was dealt with. 
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Do you take the time through Lent to address and deal with 
aspects of your living where your testimony to the Lord 
Jesus is compromised? 

 

This fresh consecration was consequent on their being 
‘convicted’ of their sin: how has ‘conviction of sin’ found 
expression in your experience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Read Ezra 10.1-4. Those who’d gathered round Ezra (9.4) 
were now joined by ‘a large crowd’ of others who had been 
affected by Ezra’s praying and confessing. 

 

On what basis could Shekaniah presume to say that ‘there is 
still hope for Israel’ (v.2)? 

 

What hope is there for our land today, and what would that 
hope depend on and entail? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



3. Read Ezra 10.5-15. Ezra’s praying was matched by practical 
action. Being sorry for sin is one thing: being sorry enough to do 
something about it is another! 

 

What steps to ‘honour the LORD’ (v.11) might you take? 

 

The demand for a repentance expressed in specific practical 
action can easily slip into legalism: how can you avoid that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
4. Read Ezra 10.16-44. The matter was taken seriously and 
involved a good three months (see vv.16-17) of sensitive and wise 
investigation and ‘pastoral discipline’. 

 

What lessons can we learn from the approach Ezra adopted 
for ‘dealing with’ all those involved?  

 

Why do you think the Holy Spirit ensured there was this 
(lengthy) list of named individuals here? 

 

In taking this big and costly step, it clearly helped the 
individuals concerned that there were others acting 
similarly: in what ways might we encourage one another in 
taking bold steps of consecration? 


	What hope is there for our land today, and what would that hope depend on and entail?

