
‘Gravity, glory & grace’ 

Learning the lessons of history, avoiding the mistakes of the past 

 

“The sovereign Lord is my strength: He makes my feet like the 
feet of a deer: He enables me to tread on the heights …” 
(Hab.3.19) 

The return from exile provides some very helpful and timely 
lessons, not least for ourselves as lockdown restrictions are eased 
and we’re able to get back to the pattern of life we once knew! 

The book of Malachi dates from this period in Israel’s history, and 
speaks very directly into it. This final book of the Old Testament 
has a message which every generation of God’s people needs to 
hear, our own not least in the changed and changing contours of 
today’s spiritual landscape. 

* 

3. Passion 
“‘I have loved you,’ says the LORD ..” 

Malachi 1.2-5 
With the passing years, the faith of God’s people had become stale 
and slack: the LORD’s concern through Malachi was to stir His 
people out of their complacency and lethargy. 

 

* 

 

1. Read Mal.1.2-5. The message of the Bible is rooted always in 
the love of God: that, therefore, is where Malachi begins, with an 
emphatic statement of the love God has for His people. 

 

Has the wonder of God’s love for you stirred and energized 
you – or is it simply a truth you’ve embraced intellectually? 
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Familiarity with gospel truths can breed, if not contempt, 
then often a certain ‘cooling’ of a person’s initial ardour: 
how can that be avoided? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Read Mal.1.2. When the LORD’s strong avowal of His love for 
His people is questioned by them, He responds by pointing them 
to the contrast between His dealings with them and with others. 

 

What might have prompted the people to question whether 
God loved them? What (if anything) causes you to have 
doubts about God’s love for you? 

 

Why do you think the LORD draws the contrast between His 
dealings with Jacob and Esau in such starkly startling terms? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Read Mal.1.2-3. The ‘good’ land which had been promised to 
God’s people, and to which they’d been returned, expressed His 
love for them: Esau’s (Edom’s) experience was very different. 

 



Why does the Lord make reference here to Esau’s land? 

 

Read Eph.1.3-6: to what is Paul referring when he speaks of 
believers having been blessed by God in love with ‘every 
spiritual blessing’? 

 

In what ways does the contrast between your experience 
and that of others highlight the reality of God’s love for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
4. Read Mal.1.1.4-5. The LORD enlarges on His answer to the 
question asked by God’s people, ‘How have You loved us?’ Their 
enemies’ best efforts will always be brought to naught. 

 

How does what the LORD says here about Edom underscore 
His love for His people? 

 

Why is the wrath of God so compatible with His love? 

 

How passionate are you in your love for Him? 


	Why do you think the LORD draws the contrast between His dealings with Jacob and Esau in such starkly startling terms?

