
Daniel 8.1-27 
 
Background 

This is not the easiest of chapters! Following the vision recorded in Daniel 7, this vision 
sets before Daniel, in picture form, one particularly significant future period of time.  

This vision (received in roughly 550 BC) shows Daniel how the seemingly powerful 
Medo-Persian Empire would itself be superceded by the Greek empire under 
Alexander the Great (who reigned from 336-323 BC): on his death the empire was 
parcelled out to 4 generals, and, long-story-short, down the line “a slick and godless 
piece of scum” (D R Davis) by the name of Antiochus IV (also known as Antiochus 
‘Epiphanes’ – a term denoting ‘god revealed’, the ‘god’ referred to being Zeus the head 
of the Greek pantheon) used his position of rule to murder the high priest (171/170 
BC), to loot and pillage the temple (169 BC), and to set up an altar to Zeus in the temple 
(167 BC). The temple was subsequently cleansed and rededicated under Judas 
Maccabeus in 164 BC. 

This particular episode in Jewish history, however, as much as any other, epitomizes a 
recurring pattern prevalent throughout history. Hence Jesus could pick this vision up 
(Matt.24.15-22) to describe events which were still at that time future: and similarly 
the language of John in Revelation 12.4 is clearly and deliberately an echo of Dan.8.10. 
John could see in Nero, the Roman emperor, for instance, similar traits to those of 
Antiochus Epiphanes described in Dan.8 – in the same way as, more recently, such 
traits were evident in the atrocities committed by Hitler. 

It’s that recurring pattern of ‘rebellion’ (Dan.8.12) to which Daniel was being pointed, 
and about which he was being warned – on the basis that to be forewarned is to be 
forearmed. Terrible as such events are, God means that we should not be surprised 
by them, that we should see them for what they are, and that we should be assured 
that He remains in charge and will bring such rebellion to its final end. 

* 

Read the chapter as a whole to start with, before coming back to the different daily 
portions. 

It may be easier to concentrate within your Community Group on 3 or 4 of the daily 
Bible readings rather than trying to cover them all. I suggest you start with (1) and 
then concentrate on (3), (6) and (7). 
 
1) Monday 30th August – power 
Read Daniel 8.1-4 

“.. He did as he pleased and became great ..” (Dan.8.4) 

The visions God gave to Daniel were for his encouragement in relation both to the 
present experience of believers in Babylon and to what future generations of God’s 
people would have to face. Empires may be powerful: but God remains in charge. 

From what you know of Belshazzar’s reign (see Daniel 5) why do you think 
Daniel was given these visions (chapters 7 & 8) at this time? 



What powerful ‘empires’ can you think of in today’s world to which the 
description of v.4 could be applied? Are you disturbed by their power? 

In the turbulent world of today, how should we pray for the country of 
Afghanistan? How should we respond to measures in our own land which are 
increasingly anti-Christian? 

Prayer: Help me to keep my eyes fixed on You, Lord Jesus; I’m too easily distracted and 
disheartened otherwise by people and powers who throw their weight around. 
 

 

 
2) Tuesday 31st August – broken 
Read Daniel 8.5-8 

“.. the goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken 
off ..” (Dan.8.8) 

The seeming greatness of earthly empires is only ever relative: always fragile at best, 
and always impermanent at last, such empires are invariably succeeded by others, as 
history unfolds. Remember – God’s kingdom is forever (Heb.12.28)! 

What do the verbs/adverbs used here to describe the activity of the ‘goat’ tell 
you about such earthly human empires? How is that played out today? 

‘Horn’ signifies strength: what was Daniel being reminded of in the shattering 
of the ram’s horn (v.7) and the breaking off of the goat’s large horn (v.8)? 

Prayer: In today’s turbulent world I’m so grateful that while crowns and thrones may 
perish, and kingdoms rise and wane, Your church, Lord Jesus, constant will remain. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 1st September – rebellion 
Read Daniel 8.9-12 

“.. It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host: it took away the daily sacrifice 
from him, and the place of the sanctuary was brought low ..” (Dan.8.11) 

The fundamental fault line in humanity goes back to the garden of Eden: our basic 
desire is to be as great as God, to usurp His place; at the heart of our humanity is 
what’s spoken of here (v.12) as ‘rebellion’. 

The ‘outwards’ reach of empire (v.4) leads invariably towards an ‘upwards’ 
reach (v.10): in what ways can you see that happening in today’s world? 

Can you detect traces in your own heart of that attitude of ‘rebellion’, of which 
you need today to repent? 

Prayer: God have mercy on me, a sinner. Thank You, living God, that while I was still 
an enemy and rebel, I was reconciled to Yourself by the death of Your Son. 



 

 

4) Thursday 2nd September – patient 
Read Daniel 8.13-14 

“.. How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled ..” (Dan.8.13) 

While people are often inclined to ask, ‘Why does God allow this?’, the cry of God’s 
people in Scripture is repeatedly “How long?’ (see Ps.13.1-2 and Rev.6.10). Be patient 
– weeping may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning (Ps.30.5). 

Read Matt.24.15-22 to see how Jesus referred to, and applied, these words: 
what lessons do you learn from what Jesus taught? 

Waiting is a core characteristic of the believer’s experience: how has this found 
expression in your life? 

Prayer: Grant me the grace of patient endurance, O Lord, enabling me always to wait 
for You: I hope in You, trusting there will be a full redemption (Ps.130.1-8) 

 

 
 

5) Friday 3rd September – raised 
Read Daniel 8.15-18 

“.. ‘Son of man,’ he said to me, ’understand that the vision concerns the time of the 
end ..” (Dan.8.17) 

The only other time the Bible refers specifically to the angel Gabriel is significantly in 
relation to the birth of Jesus (Lk.1.19 & Lk.1.26): ‘the horn of salvation’ referred to by 
Zechariah in his song, is God’s answer to the defiance of the ‘little horn’ here. 

The God-ordained exposition of His Word has this effect – it raises God’s 
people to their feet: what has been your experience of that? 

What comfort and encouragement is there in the assurance that ‘the time of 
the end’ is very much in the Lord’s hands? 

Prayer: Help those, Lord, whom You have sent to teach Your Word as they prepare for 
this coming Sunday’s ministry: use them to set Your people on their feet again. 

 

 

6) Saturday 4th September – superior 
Read Daniel 8.19-25 

“‘.. He will become strong, but not by his own power .. he will be destroyed, but not by 
human power ..’” (Dan.8.24-25) 



Daniel’s vision is now explained. The ‘ram’ is the Medo-Persian empire, the ‘goat’ is 
Greece, issuing in a ‘master of intrigue’ whom history knows as Antiochus IV (or 
‘Antiochus Epiphanes’). But the Lord is the one who’s always in charge. 

The rebellious (v.13) taking of a ‘stand against the Prince of princes’ invariably 
issues in a brazen persecution of God’s people: how ready are you for that? 

Daniel was reminded of the truly ‘superior’ power of God. What steps can you 
take to ensure that you remain always conscious and confident of that? 

Should more steps be being taken by the church in the west today to equip 
believers to face persecution? And if so what sort of steps should be taken? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for warning Your people that ‘in this world we will have 
trouble’, and for assuring us that You have overcome the world (John 16.33). 

 

 
 

7) Sunday 5th September – steady 
Read Daniel 8.26-27 

“.. Then I got up and went about the king’s business ..” (Dan.8.27) 

The vision and message given to Daniel left him exhausted, unwell, appalled and 
perplexed: but it was important truth which would fortify the spirits of believers for 
the facing of trials which were still at this point far in the future. 

The atrocities of which we read today are, as we say, ‘beyond comprehension’: 
how does a chapter such as this steady your heart in the midst of the storms?  

Today you celebrate Christ’s victory again: what will it mean for you now to 
‘get up’ from your worship and ‘go about the king’s business’? 

 

Prayer: Thanks be to You, my Lord, that You give to Your people the victory which 
You’ve already secured. Help me to remain steadfast, always abounding in Your work. 


