
Daniel 10.1-12.13 
 
Background 

Although the passage for this study spans three chapters it comprises a single 
‘revelation’ which came to Daniel in a vision (Dan.10.1): hence our looking at the three 
chapters together. 

It’s worth spending the time reading through the whole passage in its entirety. In so 
doing, it’s worth remembering, too, the structure of the book and being aware of the 
ways in which this final section ‘mirrors’ Daniel 5: both illustrate the ‘self-exalting’ 
tendency in humanity, culminating in the desecration of the holy: both make 
reference to a ‘writing’ (the writing on the wall and the ‘Book of Truth’): and both 
speak of the end (in the case of Daniel 5 it’s the sudden [literally overnight] end of the 
Babylonian kingdom, while in this final section it’s the culmination of all history to 
which our attention is being directed). 

A brief ‘route map’ may be helpful before you get going!  

 The section begins with a lengthy, but significant introduction (10.1-11.1) to 
what is described as a ‘revelation’ (something Daniel could not have known 
otherwise) and is referred to here as ‘the Book of Truth’ (10.21). 

 That’s followed, at some length again, by the ‘revelation’ itself (11.2-12.4). 
 The section concludes with a final word of exhortation and assurance 

addressed to Daniel (12.5-13). 

The time references (e.g. 7.1, 8.1, 9.1 and now 10.1) are always important and 
illuminating. It was in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia that the exiles were able to 
return (Ezra 1.1): the fact that Daniel didn’t return with them may have been on 
account of his age (he was possibly into his 90s by this time), or because the Lord 
sovereignly kept him there to remain as a power behind the throne and as a mentor 
to the many Jews who still remained in the land of exile. By the third year of Cyrus’ 
reign Daniel would have learned that the return of the exiles had been met with 
opposition and that the rebuilding of the temple had ground to a halt: the progress of 
God’s work was being contested. It always is! 

Hence the message given to him by way of ‘revelation’, a message which is 
summarized as concerning ‘a great war’. It’s a lengthy and quite detailed narrative, 
prophesying events which certainly found an immediate fulfilment in the period from 
Cyrus through to Antiochus Epiphanes: in that context the ‘king of the north’ is a 
reference to the Seleucid kingdom (Syria) from which Antiochus Epiphanes arose, and 
the ‘king of the south’ is a reference to the Ptolemaic kingdom (Egypt): you may recall 
that after Alexander the Great’s death the empire was split between 4 generals, 
including Seleucus and Ptolemy. 

 But the reason why the ‘revelation’ focuses on this period is essentially because it 
illustrates a ‘principle’ or ‘pattern’ which recurs throughout history – and will find final 
expression as the culmination of all history. Don’t be preoccupied with the detail! 

Questions on which you may wish to concentrate within your Community Groups are 
(2), (4) and (6): but there’s profit in all of them, I hope! 



1) Monday 13th September – mourning 
Read Daniel 10.1-3 

“.. At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks ..” (Dan.10.2) 

Another king. Another era. Another vision. Remarkable as the return of the exile in 
the first year of Cyrus had been, it had not been without its problems. And Daniel’s 
praying had not been without its struggles. There is a ‘great war’. And it’s tough. 

In what ways have you been aware of being caught up in that ‘great war’? 

What lay behind Daniel’s ‘mourning’ for 3 weeks? Have you sometimes known 
a similar heaviness of spirit? 

Prayer: Out of the depths I cry to You, Lord. Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for 
mercy. (Ps.130.1-2). Draw near today to all who are cast down and mourning. 
 

 

 
2) Tuesday 14th September – resistance 
Read Daniel 10.4-14 

“.. ‘The prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty one days ..’” (Dan.10.13) 

Daniel’s prayer was heard immediately: the answer, however, was delayed. The 
reason here had to do with the ‘great war’ (Dan.10.1) and ‘resistance’ from 
principalities and powers in the heavenly realms. Prayer involves us in that battle. 

How hard do you find it to see ‘behind the scenes’ in relation to all the turmoil 
in today’s world and to discern the activity of the powers of darkness? 

What are “the weapons we fight with” which “are not the weapons of the 
world” (2 Cor.10.3-4)? What ‘weapons’ are you using? 

In our present ‘culture wars’ is taking the government to court an appropriate 
‘weapon’ for Christians to be using? 

Given that everything flowed from this (v.12), how might we, individually and 
together, better ‘set our mind to gain understanding and to humble ourselves 
before God’? 

Prayer: Praise be to You, O Lord my Rock, that You train my hands for war, my fingers 
for battle (Ps.144.1): help me to persevere in prayer, assured of Your victory. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 15th September – strengthened 
Read Daniel 10.15-11.1 

“.. ‘Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed,’ he said. ‘Peace! Be strong now; be strong 
..’” (Dan.10.19) 



Daniel’s response to the sight of the ‘man’ on the river bank was mirrored in that of 
John in the book of Revelation – and the exhortation addressed to both is the same 
(Rev.1.10-17): it needs God-given strength to receive God-given truth. 

Have you ever felt ‘overwhelmed’ by God’s truth as it has been brought home 
to your heart? 

How might we recover something of the sense of the size and scale of the 
battle in which we’re involved as followers of Jesus? 

Prayer: Strengthen me today, my Lord, that I may hear You speaking and may then be 
the conduit through whom Your truth is heard by others. 

 

 

4) Thursday 16th September – endurance 
Read Daniel 11.2-35 

“.. but the people who know their God will firmly resist him ..” (Dan.11.32) 

The long series of power struggles through the course of history is a reflection of the 
conflict (‘the great war’) in the heavenly realms: however alarming may be the events, 
however ferocious the assaults, the ‘wise’, who know God, will endure. 

Why should you not be alarmed “when you hear of wars and rumours of wars” 
and when nation rises against nation (Mk.13.7-13)? 

What steps might you take today to know God better? 

What three things are said about ‘the wise’ in vv.32-35 and what are the 
lessons we can learn from them? 

Prayer: Oh to know the power of Your risen life, and to know You in Your sufferings; to 
become like You in Your death, my Lord, so with You to live and never die. 

 

 

5) Friday 17th September – antichrist 
Read Daniel 11.29-45 

“.. he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many .. yet he will come to 
his end, and no one will help him ..” (Dan.11.44-45) 

The history to which this long section refers in the first instance is indicative of a 
‘principle’, or pattern, which is repeated throughout history, culminating in the 
appearance, and persecution at the hands, of the ‘antichrist’ (see 2 Thess.2.1-12). 

What are the characteristics of the kingdoms of this world according to these 
verses? 

Why does God allow such desecration and destruction to be wrought on earth? 

Prayer: Thank You for Your Word, O God, through which You warn Your people that 
these things must come and assure Your people that all evil will be finally destroyed. 



 

 

6) Saturday 18th September – wise 
Read Daniel 12.1-4 

“‘.. at that time your people – everyone whose name is found written in the book – will 
be delivered ..’” (Dan.12.1) 

There will be a terminal point in history, a stark and ultimate parting of the ways. It 
won’t be all the same for everyone in the end: for some, the ‘wise’ – everlasting life: 
for others – everlasting contempt. The ‘wise’ get that, and help others get it too. 

What is meant by the reference to people’s names being ‘written in the book’? 

 Consider this: is the Lord challenging you today to be more the sort of person 
who will ‘lead many to righteousness’? 

How does (and perhaps should) the knowledge of that final parting of the ways 
(v.2) affect your perspective and your living? 

Prayer: Help me, Lord, to hold firmly to the word of life, to do everything without 
grumbling or arguing, that I may be pure and blameless and shine like stars in the sky. 

 

 
 

7) Sunday 19th September – inheritance 
Read Daniel 12.5-13 

“.. Go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise 
to receive your allotted inheritance” (Dan.12.13) 

Here’s the conclusion to a story which began when, as a teenager, Daniel ‘resolved 
not to defile himself’ (Dan.1.8): there will come a day when the direction of our living 
becomes fixed, either towards the Lord or away from Him. Be wise! 

Daniel is told to ‘Go your way’ (vv.9 & 13 – lit. ‘walk’): it’s the call to keep on 
‘walking with God’ (Mic.6.8). What will ‘walking with God’ mean for you? 

What is the inheritance promised to you in Christ (see 1 Pet.1.3-9)? 

Prayer: To an inheritance divine You teach our hearts to rise: how glad I am, my Lord 
and Saviour, that that inheritance is uncorrupted, undefiled and unfading in the skies! 


