
Daniel 9.1-27 
 
Background 

The first part of the chapter provides one of the Bible’s great examples of prayer. 
Daniel prayed 3 times a day (Dan.6.10), and what we have in the first 19 verses of the 
chapter, we may assume, is not untypical of the character and content of his praying: 
it’s as humbling and challenging an insight into what a believer’s prayer may look like 
as you’ll find in the Scriptures. 

The second part of the chapter is a necessary ‘complement’ to the prayer as the angel 
Gabriel brings to him the assurance that his prayer is answered: Gabriel does so, 
however, in terms whose details are far from being clear – a fact that’s evidenced by 
the multitude of different interpretations which there have been in relation to the 
latter verses of the chapter from earliest times.  

The most minimal research will show you just how difficult it is to be sure exactly 
what’s meant by vv.24-27, and how widely divergent have been the interpretations 
given. To what do the ‘seventy sevens’ refer? To whom does ‘the Anointed One’ refer, 
and is the reference always the same? To what does the ‘end to sacrifice and offering’ 
refer? Etc. 

Almost every phrase is capable of being variously interpreted! Have a look, certainly, 
at the range of interpretations that have been given, if you wish – but beware, the 
study may leave you with a sore and spinning head! I suggest, therefore, that it will be 
more profitable for your time as a Community Group if you don’t get bogged down 
with the detail of those latter verses but stick with the general import of them. 

Part of the difficulty with this prophecy (vv.24-27) is that like many another it has 
different layers of fulfilment: hence, this prophecy can be interpreted in the ‘short-
term’ with reference to the return of the exiles and the rebuilding of Jerusalem under 
Nehemiah: it is also capable of a ‘mid-term’ interpretation, with reference in particular 
to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and the destruction of the temple and 
Jerusalem in 70 AD: but it also permits of a ‘long-term’ interpretation, and can be 
viewed as descriptive of the second coming of Jesus. 

It’s as well, therefore, to recognize that the underlying theme of the whole chapter 
(and what ensures there’s profit in the study of the chapter as a whole) is that of 
restoration; it’s as well, also, to notice the way in which the penitent and earnest 
prayers of God’s people combine with the sovereign and gracious providences of God 
Himself to bring about what was in the first instance the restoring of the exiles to the 
land God had given them, and what will ultimately, of course, be the ‘restoration of 
all things’. 

Of the seven ‘days’ of Bible readings I suggest that (1), (3) and (6) are the ones which 
you might most profitably concentrate on within your Community Groups. You’ll 
notice that in each case there is at least one additional question (in blue), geared more 
for the Community Groups. 

 
 



1) Monday 6th September – prayer 
Read Daniel 9.1-3 

“.. I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with Him in prayer and petition, in fasting, 
and in sackcloth and ashes ..” (Dan.9.3) 

The Babylonian empire had collapsed, literally overnight (see Dan.5.30-31). Daniel saw 
that in and through such upheavals God was at work fulfilling His promises: he came 
before God in prayer with an open Bible, a humble spirit, and an observant eye. 

How might you better combine your pondering Scripture with your praying to 
God? 

In what ways can you see the Lord at work fulfilling His sovereign purpose in 
and through today’s turbulent events? 

There have been significant ‘events’ over recent months – the situation in 
Afghanistan, the Covid pandemic and its repercussions, the effects of climate 
change, Brexit …: how comparable are such events to the collapse of the 
Babylonian Empire?  

How does, or should, the teaching of Scripture inform and ‘drive’ our praying 
in these days? 

Are we as much and as urgently in prayer today as this passage suggests we 
should be? 

Prayer: In the face of a wretched global pandemic, major environmental concerns, and 
disturbing political upheavals, help me humbly and daily to turn to You, my Lord. 
 

 

 
2) Tuesday 7th September – confession 
Read Daniel 9.4-8 

“.. ‘Lord, You are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame ..’” (Dan.9.7) 

Here is an illuminating window onto Daniel’s consistent prayer life (see Dan.6.10). An 
awareness of the greatness, and grace, of God, and an acknowledgement, as a sinner 
himself, of the reality, nature and consequences of sin. 

What might you learn from the variety of ways in which sin is described by 
Daniel in these verses? 

When did you last confess your sin to the Lord like this? 

Prayer: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not cast me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me (Ps.51.10-11). 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 8th September – repentance 



Read Daniel 9.9-14 

“.. ‘All this disaster has come on us, yet we have not sought the favour of the LORD our 
God by turning from our sins and giving attention to Your truth ..’” (Dan.9.13) 

The righteousness of God is matched by the mercy of God, and the bridge between 
the two finds expression in our repentance: for in such penitent turning from our sin 
and attending to God’s truth we honour His righteousness and find His mercy. 

Forgiveness is neither ‘earned’, nor automatic: why is repentance, therefore, 
so necessary, and what does repentance involve? 

As you read these verses, are you aware of sin or sins of which you need to 
repent today? What steps should you take? 

Daniel prayed not just as an individual but as part of the people of God: if he 
were alive today, as a member of Christ’s church in Scotland, how would he be 
praying and of what would he be repenting? 

Prayer: You have said that if we will confess our sin, You will forgive us. Lord, I’ve made 
bad choices and sinned against You: I turn my back on sin – teach me now Your way. 

 

 

4) Thursday 9th September – righteous 
Read Daniel 9.15-16 

“.. ‘O Lord, in keeping with all Your righteous acts, turn away Your anger and Your 
wrath from Jerusalem, Your city, Your holy hill ..’” (Dan.9.16) 

The exodus from Egypt is the ‘fall-back’ position for God’s people. For a mixed up, 
messed up people, bound up in the bonds of slavery, God had proved Himself a mighty 
deliverer. His ‘righteous acts’ release wayward people from their bondage! 

Why does Daniel refer back here to the remarkable events recorded in Exodus? 

How can God’s turn His anger away from a sinful people be seen as being in 
keeping with His ‘righteous acts’? 

Prayer: How perfect are all Your ways, O Lord! And how glad I am that You remain the 
same today as You have always been. May Your righteous acts be known again. 

 

 

5) Friday 10th September – covenant 
Read Daniel 9.17-19 

“.. ‘Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For Your sake, my God, do not delay, 
because Your city and Your people bear Your Name ..’” (Dan.9.19) 

It was primarily the glory of God, which drove Daniel’s prayer, rather than merely the 
prosperity of himself and his people. The Lord is in covenant with His people (Dan.9.4), 
and they may therefore plead for His covenant grace with an urgent intensity. 



How does Daniel challenge you, and help you, in terms of your own prayer life? 

What gave Daniel the boldness to plead as he did before the Lord? 

Prayer: ‘Come search and test this heart, O Lord, dispel each anxious though, and lead 
me onward evermore to tread the path I ought’ [Greg De Blieck – ‘Were I to cross..’] 

 

 

6) Saturday 11th September – answered 
Read Daniel 9.20-23 

“‘.. As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, 
for you are highly esteemed ..’” (Dan.9.23) 

Daniel’s life was regulated by the worship of God (v.21) and prayer was and integral 
part of that whole pattern of life. Here he’s given the assurance that an answer had 
been given, barely before the words of prayer had crossed his lips. 

Have there been times when the ‘answer’ to your praying has seen you being 
given ‘insight and understanding’? 

Read 1 Chron.12.32 and Paul’s prayer in Phil.1.9-11: why is it so vital for us as 
believers that we are given such ‘insight and understanding’? 

Is our praying too much for our own sake, and too little for God’s sake (see 
vv.17, 19)? 

Prayer: In my distress I called to You, O Lord, and You answered me, You listened to 
my cry: with a song of thanksgiving I will offer a daily sacrifice of praise to You. 

 

 
 

7) Sunday 12th September – hope 
Read Daniel 9.24-27 

“.. ‘Seventy “sevens” are decreed for your people and your holy city .. to put an end to 
sin .. to bring in everlasting righteousness..” (Dan.9.24) 

These verses are notoriously difficult with many interpretations offered! Major on the 
basic thrust rather than the specific details of the verses. The decree of the sovereign 
God: the reality of satanic attack: the promise of a glorious end. 

Prophecies such as this often have successive layers of fulfilment: how is the 
hope given to Daniel given fuller expression in the hope we have in Christ? 

Today you’ll mark again the resurrection of Jesus and the giving of the Spirit, 
both alike heralding a glory yet to come: are you living in the light of that hope? 

Prayer: Goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
Your house for ever! Hallelujah! Keep me faithful to the end. 


