
Romans 16.3-27 
Gathering 

 
Background 
The conclusion to Paul’s letter to the Romans provides a fitting conclusion, too, to this 
series of studies on the church. The long list of named individuals in this chapter is not 
only testament to the pastoral grace of the apostle Paul, but a pointer also to where 
Christ’s work will culminate. Here’s how John describes it in Revelation 7 – 

9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

‘Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.’ 

The weekly gathering of God’s people for worship has been from the start right at the 
heart of the ‘sabbath’ ordinance. It was in their gathering together on the day of rest 
that the blessing of God’s refreshing and renewal was to be found. The six days of 
work culminated in ‘a day of sabbath rest’, which was also immediately further 
described as ‘a day of sacred assembly’ (Lev.23.3). 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, which ‘birthed’ the church, 
took place in the context of believers gathered physically together, prompted a great 
crowd to gather together and issued in a body of believers whose pattern of living was 
one in which they gathered continually together. It was the ‘un-doing’ of the damage 
to humanity occasioned by sin and epitomised by what happened at the tower of 
Babel (Gen.11.1-9). 

Our gathering together in person, therefore, is both the clearest evidence of Christ’s 
saving work in the life of a believer (the Holy Spirit drawing us all together from our 
various backgrounds and locations), and also the constant pointer to the completion 
of Christ’s work in that day when all the saints (believers) gather finally and forever 
around the throne to rejoice before their God and Saviour. 

The list of believers in this chapter, and the brief ‘one-liners’ about each, is a reminder 
of the ways in which our lives are mutually enriched by such gathering together in 
person – a reality to which Paul had alluded right at the start of this letter (Rom.1.11f). 
This remains a challenge and an inspiration to our fellowships today. 

The whole chapter repays careful study but perhaps the key ‘days’ on which to 
concentrate are days (1), (2) and (6) where I’ve added extra questions. 

 

* 

 

 



 
1) Monday 6th December – community 
Read Romans 16.3-5 

“.. Greet also the church that meets at their house ..’” (Rom.16.5) 

God is Himself a ‘community’ – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Humanity, created in His 
image and likeness, was from the start similarly to be characterised by community – 
male and female He created them, for ‘it is not good for the man to be alone’. 

In what ways has your life been enriched by sharing in the fellowship of other 
believers? 

There was no central church building in which people could gather: the church 
in Rome met rather in the homes of various individuals: do ‘Community 
Groups’ within a local fellowship provide a parallel?  

Or should we challenged to think in terms of Christ’s church in Aberdeen which 
meets in various (larger) houses, such as Gilcomston? 

Have you ever risked your life for a fellow-believer or had fellow-believers risk 
their lives for you (it was not uncommon in the early church – see Phil.2.29f)? 

Prayer: You have brought me into Your family and made me belong, Lord. Help me to 
be conscious of that privilege always and find ways to enrich the lives of others today. 
 

 

 
2) Tuesday 7th December – gratitude 
Read Romans 16.6-11 

“Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys..’” (Rom.16.9) 

The individuals catalogued at length here are variously described: Paul is able to give 
a brief one-liner by way of depicting each individual and he is grateful for the rich 
benefit which each affords him (and doubtless others) in the fellowship of the gospel. 

What ‘one-liner’ might Paul use if he was including you in such a catalogue of 
believers? 

How might the members of a fellowship be best helped and encouraged to see 
themselves as ‘fellow workers’ and as ‘dear friends’? 

How careful are you to identify key qualities about the individuals around you 
for which you give thanks to God? 

Prayer: Forgive me, Lord, that I too easily find fault with other believers and fail to 
recognise the work of Your Spirit in their lives and the gifts He has given them. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 8th December – family 



Read Romans 16.12-13 

“.. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me too” 
(Rom.16.13) 

There was an extraordinary closeness amongst believers in the early church – bonds 
of mutual respect and love which drew the grudging attention of the watching world. 
The ministry of these women (and many others) was striking. Everyone mattered. 

How can you best ensure that the ‘hard work’ involved in your serving the Lord 
doesn’t lead you to think that you’re somehow earning your salvation? 

What women have been as a mother to you in the life of Christ’s church, and 
what was it about them that made them such? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for all those who have been as a mother to me, nurturing me 
carefully in the faith and helping me to grow in Christ. Bless them abundantly today! 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 9th December – commitment 
Read Romans 16.14-16 

“.. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the other brothers and 
sisters with them ..” (Rom.16.14) 

You’ll not be familiar with any of these names: none were ‘big-name players’. But 
Jesus’ church doesn’t function like that: Paul’s ability to mention so many individuals, 
with such appreciation, is indicative of a substantial mutual commitment. 

In what ways (if any) and to what extent (if at all) do you think that you (and 
the church more generally) fall into the trap of a ‘celebrity culture’? 

In what ways would it be evident to an on-looker that you and your believers 
regard one another as your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

Prayer: Our Father, create in my heart a deepening bond of affection for all my fellow 
believers, a growing delight in their company, and a high regard for their gifts. 

 

 

5) Friday 10th December – Scripture 
Read Romans 16.17-20 

“.. watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are 
contrary to the teaching you have learned ..” (Rom.16.17) 

The life of Christ’s church is built on the truth of His word. Believers gather in Christ 
both with one another and around God’s Word: their communal life is shaped 
together by that Word, and careful bounds were therefore set around their fellowship. 

If someone put you on the spot and asked you what the Lord has been teaching 
you from His word in the last 3 months, what would your answer be? 



Why is it so important that, as a body of believers, you gather together with 
your fellow believers around God’s Word? 

Prayer: Shape my life and living, Lord, in accordance with Your Word. May the words 
of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing to You throughout today. 

 

 

6) Saturday 11th December – hospitality 
Read Romans 16.21-24 

“Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings” 
(Rom.16.23) 

The church to whom Paul was writing was no different from the church from which 
he was writing: close bonds bound them together. They delighted in each other’s 
presence and company and enjoyed each other’s grace and hospitality. 

What examples of warm Christian hospitality have you experienced? 

How do we best continue to build these strong links between fellowships, in 
the city, through Didasko churches, and indeed across the globe through our 
missionaries? 

In what ways might you display an ‘hospitable’ spirit today? 

Prayer: Thank You, O God, for those whose open hearts and homes point me to 
Yourself and remind me of that great banquet to which you have invited us in Christ. 

 

 
 

7) Sunday 12th December – transforming 
Read Romans 16.25-27 

“.. so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from faith” 
(Rom.16.26) 

It’s a measure of the transforming power of the gospel that this Jew should be thus 
burdened that the Gentile world should come to know the full measure of blessing 
which God had promised through His (Jewish) prophets for so long. 

How does the assurance that the Lord is able to establish you encourage your 
heart today? 

How will the very fact of your gathering with God’s people for worship today 
bring glory to ‘the only wise God’? 

Prayer: Lord You have revealed, and saved, and proclaimed (Is.43.12): help me to join 
with others today in praising Your great name for the grace of Your salvation! 


