
Romans 12.9-21 
Caring 

 
Background 
This week’s study picks up another key characteristic of Christ’s church – the mutual 
care which members have the one for the other.  

The starting point lies in the simple statement Peter makes towards the end of his first 
letter, where he declares of the Lord, “.. He cares for you” (1 Pet.5.7). That care of God 
is underlined throughout the Scriptures, and of course underpins the activity of God 
in the gospel (as John 3.16, for instance, indicates). 

We care, in other words, because He cares. Our care for one another is a response to 
the Lord’s care for us, a means by which we give expression to our gratitude for His 
love: but it’s also the result of His care for us, insofar as in His love He has come by His 
Spirit to dwell in us and live through us – hence, as He does so, His care will be in 
evidence. 

This mutual care for one another was from the earliest days of the church one of the 
great hallmarks of the Christians, indeed the great hallmark. It was just this, of course, 
which Jesus Himself had declared would be the distinguishing characteristic of His 
followers – “By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one 
another” (Jn.13.35).  

There’s also a very quotable quote from Tertullian, one of the early church ‘fathers’ 
who ministered in Carthage, in which he observed that what really struck the pagan 
world was the powerful witness of the Christians’ love – ‘See how they love one 
another!’ they would remark. 

It’s hardly surprising, therefore, that in almost every letter he wrote to the various 
churches Paul at one point or another highlighted and drew out the implications of 
this mutual care (most famously, of course, in 1 Cor.13). 

Through the Community Groups there’s the opportunity to work through together 
what it means to be a caring church: what such mutual care might look like between 
members of the church and how such mutual care is cultivated: how, both as 
individuals and a fellowship we care for our neighbours, colleagues and communities: 
and what it means for a fellowship to care for the society of which we are a part (you’ll 
see that days (4)-(7) below take you into Romans 13 which sets this whole matter of 
love in a wider societal context. 

Although I hope there’ll be benefit in looking at any of the 7 sets of questions, I think 
that days (1), (2), and (6) will afford the most fruitful discussion for the CGs – and as 
ever I’ve added questions in relation to each of those ‘days’ which I hope facilitate 
further such discussion. 

 

* 

 
1) Monday 8th November – devoted 



Read Romans 12.9-13 

“.. be devoted to one another in love ..’” (Rom.12.10) 

Though cheapened by its widespread use throughout society today, love is a hallmark, 
indeed part of the DNA, of all who are born by the Spirit of God into the family of God. 
Paul fires a barrage of exhortations to God’s people, bidding them be what they are. 

Which of Paul’s exhortations in these verses do you find most challenging and 
why? 

Who are the people whose ‘devotion’ to you has most helped you trust in Jesus 
and grow in your relationship with Him? 

The early church clearly shared “with the Lord’s people who (were) in need” 
(see Acts 4.32-35): in what ways are we doing this, and how might we do this 
better, both as individuals and as a fellowship? 

Prayer: Your love for Your people, O Lord, is wonderful! Please help me to be truly 
devoted to my brothers and sisters in Christ, and to see how that may be shown. 
 

 

 
2) Tuesday 9th November – harmony 
Read Romans 12.14-16 

“.. live in harmony with one another ..’” (Rom.12.16) 

The love which the Lord cultivates in the lives of His people is an expression of His 
own. We become careful to ensure our words and deeds are attuned to the needs and 
circumstances of those around us, ministering to each other in our different needs. 

How do you nurture this readiness to bless those who persecute you when it 
goes against the grain of every human instinct? 

Read Exodus 3.7-8 in conjunction with these verses: in what ways do Paul’s 
exhortations ‘mirror’ the Lord’s ‘care’ for His people? 

“Be willing to associate with people of low position ..”: what might this involve 
for you, and for ourselves as a fellowship of God’s people? 

The alternative reading is “be willing to do menial work”: what might be 
included in such ‘menial work’ in your context? 

Prayer: You give endurance and encouragement, Lord Jesus. Give me day by day the 
same attitude of mind towards my brothers and sisters that You have. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 10th November – peace 
Read Romans 12.17-21 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone ..” (Rom.12.18) 



Caring for others can be hard, especially when you’ve been wronged. Our default 
response is to look somehow for ‘payback’. But God makes a much better job of that 
than you! Leave God to do the person justice: you do the person good!  

How do you fulfil the exhortations here without becoming a ‘doormat’? 

In what ways might you ‘feed a hungry enemy’ today? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that You have called me to Yourself. Help me to walk humbly 
with You through today, and in all contexts to act justly and to love mercy. 

 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 11th November – authority 
Read Romans 13.1-2 

“.. the authorities that exist have been established by God ..” (Rom.13.1) 

No one is an island: we are all individuals in community. Love means caring not simply 
for the people around us, but for the community as a whole as well. And that involves 
us having a genuine care for those set in authority over us. 

The gospel proclaims the lordship of Jesus: how is that truth given expression 
by your submitting to the authorities set over you? 

When might it be right to disobey the authorities? 

Prayer: Lord, give to those whom You have set in authority the wisdom, integrity, 
stamina, courage and help they need to fulfil their weighty responsibilities. 

 

 

5) Friday 12th November – submission 
Read Romans 13.1-7 

“.. the one in authority is God’s servant for your good ..” (Rom.13.4) 

Those in positions of authority exercise their rule not by divine right but by divine 
appointment. They are accountable to God, in that their divine calling (whether 
recognised as such or not) is to secure the truest welfare of their people. 

In what ways do you show your care for the community in which you live? 

What are the responsibilities which those in positions of authority have under 
God? 

Prayer: Forgive me for too easily and too often simply finding fault with those who rule 
– show me today how I may better respect and honour others. 

 

 



6) Saturday 13th November – love 
Read Romans 13.8-10 

“.. love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law ..” 
(Rom.13.10) 

We are made in the image of God, and our truest destiny is to be like God. Our lives 
will be marked by love – love for the Lord Himself and love for those around us. The 
law simply lays down the lines on which the train of such love will run. 

Why is love a continuing debt? 

How well do you know your neighbours, and how might you better show them 
the love and care of Christ? 

How well do we as a fellowship know our neighbours in the centre of town?  

As well as ensuring we do them no harm what might it mean for us to be 
seeking to do them good? 

Prayer: Keep me today and every day, O Lord, from words and deeds and attitudes 
which would prove harmful and hurtful to those around me. 

 

 
 

7) Sunday 14th November – salvation 
Read Romans 13.11-14 

“.. our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed ..” (Rom.13.11) 

Love will be the lifestyle of the people of God in heaven. Every Lord’s Day we look back 
towards the resurrection of our Lord, and forward to the coming resurrection day of 
glory. Learn to be increasingly today what you’ll one day finally become! 

Do you need this clarion call today to ‘wake up from your (spiritual) slumber? 

What will it mean for you to ‘put on the armour of light’? 

Prayer: Praise be to You, my God and Father, for in Your great mercy You have given 
me new life into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade (1 Pet.1.3-4) 


