
Romans 15.14-22 
Witnessing 

 
Background 
From the outset of the story of the early church it’s clear that the essence of Jesus’ 
call to His church was simply to bear witness to Him. The promise of the Holy Spirit 
was given with that role in view (Acts 1.8) and the outpouring of the Spirit issued in 
that ministry (see eg Acts 2.32). 

That this was a ministry (the ministry, indeed) in which all believers shared is evident 
from the account Luke gives, narrating how the church in Antioch came into being 
(Acts 11.19-21). It remains to this day a core characteristic of Christ’s church, however 
large or small numerically such a fellowship may be. Our calling, both as individuals 
and as a fellowship is always simply to bear witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Towards the end of his letter to the Romans Paul gave an outline of the ministry he 
exercised as an apostle: but what he says about himself is applicable, at least in 
general terms, to all believers – what he calls “the priestly duty of proclaiming the 
gospel of God”. All who have come to trust in Jesus are called by Him and equipped 
by His Spirit to share in this ‘priestly’ ministry.  

It’s important to be clear that we’re not called to win arguments, nor to be able to 
answer all the questions which people may fire at us, far less to convert those with 
whom we’re speaking. Our calling is simply to bear witness to Jesus, or, as Peter puts 
it, to ‘give the reason for the hope’ that we have (1 Pet.3.15). 

Although the focal point for this study is again found in Paul’s letter to the Romans, 
the material also covers a passage in Acts 17 which provides a good example of Paul 
in action and illustrates what this ‘witnessing’ looks like. Don’t distance yourself from 
the lessons of the text of Acts on the basis that this is Paul and you’re not an apostle! 
Paul-in-the-Areopagus equates to you-in-the-café with some friends – or at your book 
club, or at the pub, or .. well, the list of possible contexts is endless. 

The passage in Acts 17 helps you see the motivation for such witness, the way in which 
opportunities can arise and may be taken, how such opportunities can be used, and 
what the result of witnessing thus can be.  

Most of us share Moses’ reluctance to engage in this sort of ministry – “Pardon Your 
servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since You have spoken 
to Your servant. I am slow of speech and of tongue” (Ex.4.10). We do well, then, to 
note (and to embrace for ourselves) the promise the Lord gave to Moses – “Now go: I 
will help you speak and will teach you what to say” (EX.4.12). 

You may as always want to concentrate on a few questions rather than attempting 
the lot: I suggest that ‘days’ (1), (5), and (7) will best repay study in your Community 
Group, and there are accordingly additional questions on each of those days. 

 
* 

 



1) Monday 15th November – proclaiming 
Read Romans 15.14-16 

“.. with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God ..’” (Rom.15.16) 

Paul’s calling as an apostle is not one you share! But although in God’s grace He 
bestows different gifts on His people, all such gifts come together in the calling 
common to all His people to ‘proclaim the gospel of God’. 

Why does Paul speak of the calling to proclaim the gospel as a ‘priestly 
responsibility? 

What are your gifts under God and how might they be used today to proclaim 
God’s gospel? 

Paul had clarity as to the primary ‘constituency’ to whom God had called him 
to proclaim the gospel: who are the people God has called you to proclaim the 
gospel to? How have you gone about that? 

Is there a particular ‘constituency’ to which we as a fellowship are primarily 
called to proclaim the gospel (Paul obviously shared the gospel with Jew as 
well as Gentile, but nonetheless recognised a more specific calling)? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for calling me to Yourself and to Your service. Help me to 
speak; teach me what to say; and use me today to proclaim the gospel of Your grace. 
 

 

 
2) Tuesday 16th November – serving 
Read Romans 15.17-19 

“.. I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through 
me ..’” (Rom.15.18) 

Paul’s service to God saw him proclaiming the gospel far and wide: but he was quick 
to recognise that the fruit of his labours was only ever what Christ had accomplished 
through him by the power of His Spirit – and it was only of that he would speak.  

When your service to God meets with a measure of success how do you keep 
yourself from pride? 

What are you able to see that Christ has done through you by what you have 
said and done? 

Prayer: Apart from You, Lord Jesus, I am nothing and I can do nothing. But with You 
and through You I can do all things! Be my enabling today in all I say and do. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 17th November – aspiration 
Read Romans 15.20-22 



“Those who were not told about Him will see, and those who have not heard will 
understand ..” (Rom.15.21) 

Bringing the good news of Jesus to those who’ve never heard is a continuing challenge 
and responsibility for God’s people in every generation. Paul aspired always to 
prioritise this ministry and share the gospel with those who ‘have not heard’. 

Are there those among your family, friends, neighbours and colleagues who 
(so far as you can tell) have never heard the gospel? 

Can you see in the Lord’s providence how He has brought, and brings, you 
alongside those who would never ‘go to church’ or hear the gospel otherwise? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for those who taught me the gospel. Prosper those today 
whose ministry is that of bringing the good news to those who have never heard it. 

 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 18th November – distressed 
Read Acts 17.16-18 

“.. Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection ..” (Acts 17.18) 

The idolatry which he saw in Athens distressed Paul greatly. Here were people who 
for all their cultural sophistication were nonetheless lost in life, looking in all the wrong 
places for meaning, purpose and hope. So he ‘reasoned’ with them. 

When you look around society today what are the ‘idols’ to which people are 
looking for meaning, purpose and hope? 

Does the ‘lostness’ of so many today distress you? Enough for you to speak to 
them about Jesus and the resurrection? 

Prayer: I grieve to see so many today who’ve lost their way in life and are as sheep 
without a shepherd: grant me Your compassion, Lord, and the grace to share Yourself. 

 

 

5) Friday 19th November – engagement 
Read Acts 17.19-23 

“.. I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship ..” (Acts 17.23) 

Paul kept his eyes open! He was an astute observer of whatever society in which he 
found himself and discerned the points at which he’d best be able to engage with 
those for whom the gospel comprised ‘strange ideas’ (v.20). 

What are the similar points of ‘engagement’ in our society today? 

Read Jn.4.16: Paul here reflects the pattern of Jesus: he puts his finger on a 
‘raw nerve’: what might be the ‘raw nerves’ in our society today?  



Paul ‘walked around and looked carefully’ at Athenian life, particularly its 
‘spirituality’: what might be the equivalent of Paul’s approach today?  

How do we best familiarise ourselves with the way our society thinks? 

(If you want to follow this through further, Dan Strange has a new book out 
entitled, ‘Making Faith Magnetic’, which you’ll find helpful and stimulating) 

Prayer: Grant to me the discerning grace of Your Holy Spirit, Lord, that in my every 
conversation today I may know how best to point others to Yourself. 

 

 

6) Saturday 20th November – Creator 
Read Acts 17.24-28 

“.. God did this so that they would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find 
Him ..” (Acts 17.27) 

The message Paul proclaimed, reinforced as it was by reference to literature with 
which the Athenians would have been familiar, underlined that the world is not any 
accident, and that the Creator’s intent is that we might know relationship with Him. 

‘Origins’ remain an important issue today: when the subject comes up in your 
presence what are the truths you’ll want to stress? 

Are there people you know who are seeking God? As they reach out for Him 
how might you help them find Him? 

Prayer: The heavens declare Your glory, O God: the skies proclaim the work of Your 
hands. May I be able to commend You as Creator in all I say and do today. 

 

 
 

7) Sunday 21st November – repentance 
Read Acts 17.29-34 

“.. now He commands all people everywhere to repent ..” (Acts 17.30) 

Sundays are a day to get your life back on track: rooted in Jesus, centred on God, filled 
with the Spirit. Paul’s summons to the Athenians is the persistent summons of the 
Bible and the ‘flip’ side of faith – repent. Turn to God, trust in Jesus. It matters! 

Are there things through this past week of which you need to repent? 

How does the conviction that Jesus was raised from the dead affect the way 
you live your life? 

What considerations make it hard for you to speak about the reality of a final 
judgment and the urgent call of God to repent? 

How can the church best speak into today’s society with that message? 



Prayer: Give me, Lord, the wisdom to know both when to speak and what to say; and 
enable me to speak Your word always with great boldness and much grace. 


