
1 Corinthians 15.1-28 
Resurrection 

 
Background 
Easter doesn’t need much by way of background, of course!  

But it’s worth noting the aptness of this being the sequel to the ‘manual on 
discipleship’ (Psalms 120-134) which we’ve been working through over the past 15 
weeks: for Easter is what makes discipleship possible, the events which Easter 
celebrates are what alone makes it possible for us to have the path of life made known 
to us (Ps.16.11). 

The resurrection of Jesus is not some ‘optional extra’ for a crowd of enthusiasts, 
weirdos, or extremists who choose to number themselves among the otherwise fairly 
level-headed, be-a-nice-neighbour Christian community: this chapter of the Bible 
underlines the fact that the resurrection of Jesus from the dead is so core a 
component in the distinctively Christian message that to dismiss it, ignore it, or down-
play it, is to torpedo the very message. 

The early part of the chapter is one of the earliest ‘credal’ statements there is from 
within the Christian church, and it’s striking to note the way in which Paul points to 
the various strands of ‘evidence’ for the resurrection: not that such evidence compels 
belief, but it enables enquirers to ‘see if it is not so’.  

It is true, certainly, that only the Holy Spirit can open our eyes and enable us to ‘get 
it’: but the Holy Spirit doesn’t function in some magical way which obliges people to 
shut their eyes to reality, to dispense with reason and to stop thinking. The opposite 
is the case: He appeals to the minds of people (not least because that’s how He’s made 
us) and bids us think. Remember how the Lord spoke to His people through Haggai – 
“Give careful thought .. give careful thought ..” (Hagg.1.5, 7). 

The culture of today tries to set faith and reason over against one another as 
opposites, suggesting that you must be ‘off your head’ to exercise a faith in Jesus – 
which is a simple and demonstrable fallacy. Equally, the culture of today lays great 
stress on feelings and experience rather than thinking and reason, in a way that is at 
odds with any Biblical perspective on our humanity. 

The passage for study, therefore, is one in which Paul appeals to our reason, bidding 
us think through this great theme of resurrection, and have our minds and hearts 
expanded in so doing.  

It’s not a long passage and it may be that your CG will be able to cover all the 
questions, but if you want to focus on a few then I suggest ‘days’ (2), (5), and (7) will 
be the ones on which to concentrate. In relation to these ‘days’ I’ve added in 
additional questions. 

 

* 
 
 



1) Monday 18th April – destiny 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.1-2 

“.. By this gospel you are saved ..” (1 Cor.15.2) 

There’s an urgency about the gospel and your response to it. Eternal destinies hinge 
on what you do with the message preached to you regarding Jesus. Be careful to 
remind yourself of Jesus, to root yourself in Jesus, and to rejoice in Jesus daily. 

What does ‘holding firmly’ to the word preached to you mean? 

How might you today ‘tighten your grip’ on the word preached to you? 

Prayer: Lord, I so quickly and easily take my eyes of Yourself – and when I do, I start 
drifting: help me to develop daily routines which keep my living rightly focussed. 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 19th April – verifiable 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.3-8 

“.. what I received I passed on to you as of first importance ..” (1 Cor.15.3) 

The message about Jesus is neither speculative nor theoretical. It’s a message rooted 
in history about things that happened, about a God who gets involved, about verifiable 
realities which have changed the lives of millions and which it’s crazy to ignore. 

What different types of ‘evidence’ does Paul point to here? 

How might you helpfully use the material here with a friend who finds it hard 
to believe that Jesus was actually raised from the dead? 

How does his narrative help you strengthen your hold on the word preached 
to you? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that You don’t require us to shut our eyes to reality, but rather 
bid us open our eyes to the evidence before us: please open the eyes of the blind! 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 20th April – grace 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.9-11 

“.. By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to me was not without effect ..”  
(1 Cor.15.10) 

Paul would always insist that it is by grace that you are saved – and that through faith. 
Grace opens your eyes to see Jesus. Grace moves your heart to embrace the lordship 
of Jesus. Grace drives you to serve, and energises you to labour fruitfully for Jesus. 

What has been your experience of the grace of God? 



Hard work is not the opposite of grace but its sequel: how will that hard work 
find expression in your life today? 

Prayer: Lord, Your assurance that our labour in You is never in vain is such a blessing! 
Help me to give myself fully in Your service today: may there be much fruit from it! 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 21st April – resurrection 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.12-14 

“if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith ..” (1 
Cor.15.14) 

The good news centres on a person and an event – ‘Jesus and the resurrection’ as the 
summary of Paul’s preaching in Athens is summarised (Acts 17.18). The gospel without 
Jesus is empty: the message without the resurrection is nothing. It is good news! 

In what ways does the fact of the resurrection change a person’s perspective 
and living? 

How were you persuaded of the reality of resurrection? 

Prayer: Often, Lord, I’m like the father, who said ‘I do believe: help me overcome my 
unbelief!’ (Mk.9.14-29). You are the resurrection – help me to know You better! 

 

 

5) Friday 22nd April – investing 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.15-19 

“.. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied ..” 
(1 Cor.15.19) 

The life of faith transforms your perspective and means you start living towards, and 
investing in, the future. The Christian faith is the craziest way of all to live if there’s no 
resurrection! But if there is resurrection .. then it’s crazier still to ignore the fact! 

In terms of what Paul writes here why is the resurrection of Jesus so core a 
part of the Christian message? 

Why is Christian faith so pitiable if the hope of resurrection is removed? 

How can you best guard yourself against the all-pervasive, ‘here-and-now’ 
perspective of the surrounding culture, and live towards the future? 

What are the present ‘blessings’ of Jesus’ resurrection for believers?  

Do we tend to overplay those present ‘blessings’ and underplay the future 
blessings of His resurrection for believers? 

 



Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that You are always with me, ‘here-and-now’,, that You guide 
me with Your counsel, and afterwards You will take me into glory (Ps.73.23f) 

 

 

6) Saturday 23rd April – kingdom 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.20-24 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead ..” (1 Cor.15.20) 

By nature all are children of Adam, part of a world which blew it and is under the curse 
of God. Jesus came into the world to start a new humanity: He got it right, bore the 
curse and established God’s kingdom again. Where are you – in Adam, or in Christ? 

What are the effects in our world today of the curse which was consequent on 
Adam’s sin? 

What can you point to in your own life which evidences Jesus destroying ‘all 
dominion, authority and power’? 

Prayer: Thank You, God, for delivering me, through our Lord Jesus Christ, from this 
body that is subject to death (Rom.7.24f): please complete that work begun in me! 

 

 

7) Sunday 24th April – victory 
Read 1 Corinthians 15.25-28 

“.. He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet ..” (1 Cor.15.25) 

As D-Day issued in VE-Day, so Jesus being raised from the dead will issue in the 
resurrection of all the dead at the last. His victory over death was the turning point of 
history: make sure you’re living on the right side of history! 

Why is death spoken of as ‘the last enemy’? 

How would you answer a friend who said that it doesn’t much look like Jesus 
is reigning in the world today? 

How does our life as a fellowship of God’s people living under the lordship of 
Jesus bear witness to His reign and the essential goodness of His kingdom? 

What does Scripture mean when it speaks of death being destroyed? 

Prayer: Thanks be to You, O God! You have given us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: help me to stand firm and daily to give myself fully to Your work. 


