The

News

Write onto the man’s board what you think today’s biggest “news” headline

BIG ISSUES
What have been the big issues which
we’ve been having to face over the last few
weeks and months? Fill in the missing letters to

see what some of them
have been!

W_R

I_

U_R_I_E

should be.

Read

24

Some time later, Ben-Hadad
king of Aram mobilised his entire
army and marched up and laid
siege to Samaria. 25 There was a
great famine in the city; the siege
lasted so long that a donkey’s
head sold for eighty shekels of
silver, and a quarter of a cab of
seed pods for five shekels.
26

As the king of Israel was passing
by on the wall, a woman cried to
him, ‘Help me, my lord the king!’
27

The king replied, ‘If the Lord
does not help you, where can I get
help for you? From the threshing
floor? From the winepress?”
winepress?’ 28 Then he asked her,
‘What’s the matter?’
She answered, ‘This woman said
to me, “Give up your son so that
we may eat him today, and
tomorrow we’ll eat my son.” 29 So
we cooked my son and ate him.
The next day I said to her, “Give up
your son so that we may eat him,”
but she had hidden him.’

Things were in a bad way
in the land of Israel!
For one thing the powerful king of Aram (Syria) had

L___

S____

T_

S_____
(the capital city of Israel)

(a bit like it must feel like for the people of Ukraine)
What was the other (related) problem which the
people of Israel were facing?

There was a great
It was a really desperate time for the people – and the
passage tells you just how desperate things had become.

in the city

Do you know what the word is which describes what was happening?

_N_I____S

Colour the
picture in!

Read

30

The king didn’t have
an answer to the crisis!
He was confused: he didn’t
know what to do – he just knew
that he couldn’t solve the problem.
So he looked around for someone to
blame and figured that Elisha was
the one.
It was a bit like that back in
64 AD when there was a
terrible fire in Rome.
The fire burned for 6 days and 7 nights
and destroyed about ¾ of the city.
The emperor blamed the Christians:
large numbers of Christians were all
rounded up and put to death in a really
nasty and painful way.
What was the emperor called?
And were the Christians really to blame?

When the king heard the woman’s
words, he tore his robes. As he went
along the wall, the people looked,
and they saw that, under his robes,
he had sackcloth on his body. 31 He
said, ‘May God deal with me, be it
ever so severely, if the head of Elisha
son of Shaphat remains on his
shoulders today!’
32

Now Elisha was sitting in his house,
and the elders were sitting with him.
The king sent a messenger ahead,
but before he arrived, Elisha said to
the elders, ‘Don’t you see how this
murderer is sending someone to cut
off my head? Look, when the
messenger comes, shut the door and
hold it shut against him. Is not the
sound of his master’s footsteps
behind him?’ 33 While he was still
talking to them, the messenger came
down to him.
The king said, ‘This disaster is from
the Lord. Why should I wait for
the Lord any longer?’

Read

Elisha replied, ‘Hear
the word of the Lord.
This
is
what
the Lord says: about
this time tomorrow,
a seah of the finest
flour will sell for a
shekel and
two
seahs of barley for a
shekel at the gate of
Samaria.’

Elisha had learned a lot from Elijah. He knew
how the Lord is able to do amazing things to
show that He alone is God.

2

The
officer
on
whose arm the king
was leaning said to
the man of God,
‘Look,
even
if
the Lord should open
the floodgates of the
heavens, could this
happen?’
‘You will see it with
your own eyes,’
answered Elisha, ‘but
you will not eat any
of it!’

Join the dots to complete the picture of Elijah seeing the Lord
at work sending fire onto the sacrifice to show the king of
Israel that the Lord alone is God.
*
Elisha had a message for the king
of Israel in his day, too. He wanted
the king to realise that the Lord,
and He alone, is mighty to save!

*
What Elisha said would happen seemed impossible! But he knew what Paul would later write in one
of his letters, that the Lord is ABLE TO DO IMMEASURABLY MORE THAN ALL YOU ASK OR THINK
(Eph.3.20)!
The BIG question is – do you believe the promise of the Lord’s Word?

Think about what you’ve been learning in this worksheet. Speak to God about what you’ve learned.

Lord Jesus, it must be really frightening to have your city surrounded by the
army of a powerful, neighbouring country.

Please help the people of Ukraine.
Help them to trust in You, like Elisha inside the city of Samaria trusted You.
Help them to hold on to the amazing promises You’ve made and to see You
putting things right and making things better.

Please help all people who are poor
in our own country today as well,
when they don’t have enough
money to keep themselves
warm or get enough food.

Thank You, Jesus, that You care for
all people, no matter who they are
and where they live.

Help me to show Your care for the people near me in how I speak and in
what I do. Thank You, Jesus, for all that You do for me!

Today’s verse for you
to try and remember!

Elisha brought a great promise ... Jesus fulfils ALL God’s promises!

