How good are you at copying?
Try making as close a copy as you can of the
picture and then the name.

Today’s passage is about a king called Jeroboam (the 1st). When King David died, his son Solomon
became king. And when Solomon died, his son called Rehoboam became king.
Except …. not everyone wanted Rehoboam to be king: so, 10 of the 12 tribes made Jeroboam king
instead and formed their own kingdom which became known as the kingdom of Israel.
Jeroboam tried to make his own copy of how the people were to worship God.

Read

26

Jeroboam thought to
himself, ‘The kingdom is
now likely to revert to the
house of David. 27 If these
people go up to offer
sacrifices at the temple of
the Lord in
Jerusalem,
they will again give their
allegiance to their lord,
Rehoboam king of Judah.
They will kill me and
return to King Rehoboam.’

Jeroboam was worried!
He knew that the people would want to
carry on worshipping God – and the only
place they could do that was in the city
where Rehoboam was king: they might go
back then to having Rehoboam as king …
What was the city called?

J________

28

After seeking advice, the
king made two golden
calves. He said to the
people, ‘It is too much for
you to go up to Jerusalem.
Here are your gods, Israel,
who brought you up out of
Egypt.’ 29 One he set up in
Bethel, and the other in
Dan. 30 And this thing
became a sin; the people
came to worship the one
at Bethel and went as far
as Dan to worship the
other.

And what was in that city which made it the
place where everyone worshipped?

___

T_____

You probably don’t like being unpopular!
When you follow Jesus, you can often find
that you’re ‘on your own’ – and it’s very
tempting just to ‘go with the crowd’.
Ask the Lord to help you to
be brave each day and to live
in a way that’s pleasing to Him.

There are 16 differences
between the 2 pictures.

_ _ years

In the bottom picture put
a circle round each of the
differences.
*
The picture is part of the
story of Daniel’s friends
who dared to do a very
unpopular thing – they
did the right thing and
refused to worship any
other god but the Lord.
You can read their story
in Daniel 3.1-30.
*
Have a look now at what
Jeroboam did to make
sure the people stayed
with him as king (vv.2830).
He made two golden
calves for the people to
worship and set them up
at Bethel and Dan.
You can see from the map
that one was in the north,
and the other in the
south. Very convenient!

Jeroboam wanted the people of his kingdom to
have something like they had in the southern
kingdom in Jerusalem.
He copied something which had been done
centuries earlier when Aaron made a golden
calf for the people to worship: you can read
about that in Exodus 32.1-6.
Jeroboam said to the people (v.28) what Aaron
had said to the people back then. Copycat!

Read
31

Jeroboam built shrines on
high places and appointed
priests from all sorts of
people, even though they
were
not
Levites. 32 He
instituted a festival on the
fifteenth day of the eighth
month, like the festival held
in Judah, and offered
sacrifices on the altar. This he
did in Bethel, sacrificing to
the calves he had made. And
at Bethel he also installed
priests at the high places he
had made. 33 On the fifteenth
day of the eighth month, a
month of his own choosing,
he offered sacrifices on the
altar he had built at Bethel.
So he instituted the festival
for the Israelites and went up
to the altar to make offerings.
Can you match the name of the
singer to the pictures here?

There’s a famous song which includes the line –
“I planned each charted course, each careful step
along the byway, and more, much more than this,
I did it my way ..”
With whom is that song most associated?
1. David Bowie
2. Bing Crosby
3. Aretha Franklin
4. Freddie Mercury
5. Frank Sinatra
6. Taylor Swift
7. Serena Williams

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

Jeroboam certainly did things his way!
And deliberately not the Lord’s way!
Here are three things Jeroboam did his way:
1) He made golden calves
(God had said they weren’t to worship
any idols)
2) He appointed whatever priests he wanted
(God had said the priests were to come
from the tribe of Levi)
3) He started a festival in the 8th month
(he ignored the date which God had set,
which was the 15th day of the 7th month –
see Lev.23.34)

Following Jesus and trusting Him as our Lord and Saviour means that we
are careful to do things His way. That means everything! So think about
how Jesus means you to …
• treat your parents/carers
• go about your schoolwork
• use your time
[and anything else you can think of!]

Think about what you’ve been learning in this worksheet. Speak to God about what you’ve learned.

Lord Jesus, help me to learn from the mistakes of others!
And help me, too, to learn from my own mistakes!

It’s not easy following you when all my friends make fun of me because I go
to church and am wanting to learn from You.
Help me to be brave and to be ready to be different.

Thank You that You’ve promised to give Your people a boldness when we
need it: and help me to remember every
day that You’ve promised always to
be with me too!

Keep me from thinking my ideas
are best, and help me to learn
from You how You mean me to
live my life, wherever I may be and
whatever I may be doing – at home,
at school or with my friends.

I’m glad, Jesus, that You’re the true King –
You do everything so well!

Today’s verse for you
to try and remember!

King Solomon went astray. He figured he could just ‘go his own way’ and ‘do his own thing’
(including having a lot of wives!). Things started to go bad after he died – partly because he
hadn’t always set a good example. The Wordsearch is about Solomon and his successors

The map shows how the kingdom was broken into a northern and southern half

Answer to the question on page 4: (5) Frank Sinatra

