
 

 

Colossians 1.15-20 
3. ‘The Best Man’ 

 
Background 
Comparable in some ways to the ‘prologue’ to John’s gospel, where John introduces 
Jesus to his readers in the most exalted terms, these few verses contain a wonderfully 
compressed summary statement of the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus. As such 
they repay careful – and prayerful – consideration and study! 

There’s a sense in which everything you need to know about Jesus is contained in 
these six verses. What makes Jesus special? Why do we focus so exclusively on Him? 
In the exercise of his ministry, why did a man like Paul resolve “to know nothing while 
I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor.2.2)? 

Paul starts here with revelation. God delights to reveal Himself, to make Himself 
known: that’s the force of Paul’s use of the term ‘the image’. It’s the making visible of 
something or someone that is otherwise invisible. What’s God like? Jesus makes Him 
known. 

Quite strikingly, both the Westminster Confession of Faith, and, before that, Calvin in 
his Institutes, make this their starting point: as, of course, does the writer of the letter 
to the Hebrews. God chooses to reveal Himself: in and through creation, through His 
written Word, and supremely through His Son – the eternal God now clothed in 
human form as Jesus assumed our humanity. 

Paul’s use of the phrase ‘the image of the invisible God’ also has a significant reference 
back to the opening chapter of Genesis, where humanity was created very deliberately 
by God ‘in His own image’ – 3 times over that’s stressed in Gen.1.26f to ensure we get 
the point! Humanity was made, uniquely, as the culmination of God’s great creative 
work, to be, as it were, the ‘embodiment’ of God in His world: to exercise His rule on 
His behalf, to reveal and display the many varied attributes of God. 

But that calling was scorned, God’s rule and role were usurped, and that imago Dei 
was distorted and deformed. Jesus comes as the second or ‘last Adam’ (1 Cor.15.45): 
truly and fully human, while wholly and always God, He is simply ‘the best Man’, come 
to head up a new and renewed humanity. 

Paul moves from revelation, therefore, to the theme of re-creation. The one through 
whom all things were created has come to re-create, breaking into the darkness, void 
and chaos of our fractured world to mend, renew and reconcile – the Head of a new 
humanity. What that involved and how that’s been effected are what Paul proceeds 
to explain in the closing verses of the section, distilling profound theological truth into 
concise and concentrated terms. 

It's worth working through the whole passage and addressing each of the ‘days’! If 
you want to narrow down your study and discussion to a more select set of questions, 
then I suggest you concentrate on ‘days’ (1), (2) & (5). You’ll find, therefore, some 
additional questions under each of those ‘days. 

 
* 



 

 

1) Monday 26th September – revealing 
Read Colossians 1.15: Hebrews 1.1-3 

“.. The Son is the image of the invisible God ..” (Col.1.15) 

God delights to reveal Himself. He does so in creation (see Ps.19.1-6: Rom.1.20). He 
does so through His Word. And supremely He does so in and through His Son. To have 
seen Jesus is to have seen the Father (Jn.1.18: Jn.14.9). Keep your eyes on Him! 

What are the great ‘distinctives’ of God which are revealed to you in Jesus? 

How do these great truths about God (a) comfort you, and (b) encourage you? 

John repeats his statement that ‘No one has ever seen God’ (Jn.1.18) in 1 
Jn.4.12: what are the challenges of that complementary truth for ourselves as 
a fellowship? 

Prayer: Help me, Lord Jesus, to keep my eyes always fixed on Yourself throughout 
today, that my manner of living may itself reflect Your glory and Your grace. 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 27th September – creating 
Read Colossians 1.16: John 1.1-4 

“.. all things have been created through Him and for Him ..” (Col.1.16) 

Not only is Jesus fully human and ‘one of us’ (see Heb.2.17), He is also fully divine and 
from all eternity God. As the one who made all things in the beginning, He’s well able 
to re-make our darkened, sinful lives, and re-create our broken fractured world. 

Why does John, at the start of his gospel record, introduce us to Jesus as ‘the 
Word’? 

In what ways are you careful to live your life for the Lord Jesus and how does 
that show? 

Why does Paul lay such stress on Jesus as the creator of all things?  

The world today is intrigued by the issue of ‘origins’: how do we communicate 
well this truth about Jesus that ‘all things have been created through Him and 
for Him’? 

Prayer: O Lord our God, how majestic is Your name: help me to remember always that 
the world was made at Your command and enable me today to magnify Your Name! 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 28th September – sustaining 
Read Colossians 1.17: Isaiah 40.25-26 

“.. in Him all things hold together ..”  (Col.1.17) 



 

 

Take a step outside on a dark clear night and ponder both the vastness and the 
astonishing coherence of the universe: reflect on how it all holds together. Jesus does 
that! He can hold your life together even when it feels like it’s all falling apart! 

Ponder your own experience: how can you illustrate this sustaining power of 
Jesus through the story of your life? 

What is the practical import for your living of the fact that Jesus is ‘before all 
things’? How is that acknowledged and displayed in your life? 

Prayer: All sorts of other things keep crowding in upon me day by day: too often, Lord, 
I let them crowd You out. Help me today to keep You front and centre in all things. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 29th September – renewing 
Read Colossians 1.18: 1 Corinthians 15.20-28 

“.. so that in everything He might have the supremacy ..” (Col.1.18) 

He who in the beginning brought all things into being, has started the new creation – 
a new heaven and new earth, where righteousness alone dwells: it’s coming, and Jesus 
has blazed the trail for that in His life, death and resurrection: He’s the top man! 

What’s meant by Jesus being called both ‘the firstborn over all creation’ (v.15) 
and ‘the firstborn from among the dead’? 

In what ways would those who know you recognise that Jesus has ‘the 
supremacy’? 

Prayer: King of kings, Majesty, God of heaven living in me: gentle Saviour, closest 
Friend, strong Deliverer, beginning and end: all within me falls at Your throne! 

 

 

5) Friday 30th September – reconciling 
Read Colossians 1.19-20 

“.. making peace through His blood, shed on the cross ..” (Col.1.20) 

Sin creates a dreadful, relational distance. You know that at a very human level, and 
it’s all the truer in terms of relationship with God. Fragmented lives and a fractured 
world – the ‘God-man’ Jesus pulls it all together again at a great and terrible cost. 

How does ‘His blood, shed on the cross,’ make peace and bring about 
reconciliation? 

What does Paul mean by stating that God was pleased “to reconcile to Himself 
all things”? 

How do you answer those who find it hard to accept that a God of love could 
consign people to hell? 



 

 

In a post-modern world (where all truth is deemed to be relative and 
subjective) how can you best help others see that Jesus is the only way? 

Prayer: It grieves me that this world is so fragmented, Lord: disdaining Yourself, 
spoiling the environment, at odds with one another. Hasten the day of your coming! 

 

 

6) Saturday 1st October – focus 
Read Acts 2.22-24 

“.. it was impossible for death to keep its hold of Him ..” (Acts 2.24) 

Jesus is the centre of all history. In Him the great truths of the Bible find their truest, 
clearest focus. The promise of God that this, indeed, is our King. The purpose of God, 
as He makes all things work for good. The power of God whereby the dead are raised. 

Note the references to what God does in these verses: why does Peter lay so 
much stress on the activity of God? 

In what ways do Peter’s words here provide a model for yourself when you’re 
seeking to commend Jesus to others? 

Prayer: Give me opportunities today, O Lord, to share with others what I know of 
Yourself. Grant me wisdom and boldness in speaking that I may commend You well. 

 

 

7) Sunday 2nd October – life 
Read Acts 2.25-36 

“.. You have made known to me the paths of life ..” (Acts 2.28) 

Jesus came that we might have life, and have it to the full (Jn.10.10). How could it be 
otherwise when He who is the Author of all life (Acts 3.15) has come among us? Death 
could not hold Him, but you, though, must lay hold of Him as your Lord and Saviour. 

If David’s words in Psalm 16 have reference primarily to Jesus, can they also be 
applied to believers? 

What will you be celebrating together when God’s people gather today on the 
first day of the week? 

Prayer: You are the King of glory, Lord Jesus! In this mixed-up, messed-up world, how 
glad I am that You’re in charge! I offer up my life again today in Your service. 


