
 

 

 

2.  
‘A work in progress’ 

 
Ephesians 2.1-22 

 
 

 
 
Background 

Jesus is building His church! That’s what He’s about in the world today – and has been 
for the past 2,000 years!  

The book of Acts is the narrative of that story, a story in which Jesus bids each 
succeeding generation of believers to play their part: and Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
is in some ways a commentary on that story. Of all the books of the New Testament 
it’s certainly the one which gives the clearest and fullest teaching about the church – 
the nature of the church, the significance of the church, the privileges and the 
responsibilities of the church. 

This series of studies is looking at Ephesians through a particular lens, using the letter 
as a means of understanding the better why it’s so important to put down roots in a 
specific congregation of believers, how to go about that, and what that entails. We 
hope that the accompanying booklet, ‘Sing a new song!’, will be a helpful complement 
to the series. 

Ephesians 1 focussed on the eternal purpose of God and pointed to the central 
significance of the church in the outworking of that purpose. This next chapter points 
to the role that the church fulfils in embodying the presence of the ‘triune’ God. 

The chapter divides broadly into 3 sections. The first section (vv.1-10) highlights the 
fact that “we (note the plural!) are God’s workmanship”: our life together as believers 
is the manifestation of His power, His love, His mercy, His grace, His kindness, His 
works. As Zechariah the priest declared prior to the birth of Jesus, ‘The Lord, the God 
of Israel has come and has redeemed His people’ (Lk.1.68): the redeeming God has 
come and you encounter Him and His presence in His church. The vision John had and 
which he describes in Rev.1.12-20, points to the same reality – the presence of the 
Lord among His church. 

The second section (vv.11-18) underlines the extraordinary (and, humanly speaking, 
the ‘unthinkable’) community which the Lord has created, creating ‘in Himself one 
new humanity out of the two’ (v.15) – that very community reflecting and embodying 
God Himself, that eternal ‘community’ of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. You should note 
the ‘trinitarian’ nature of v.18 and the way in which it is above all else in our corporate 
prayer, where we come together with one another and commune with the triune God, 
that God Himself presences Himself.  

The final section (vv.19-22) pulls all this together in a powerful, concluding and 
summarising statement. Using two pictures, that of the family (v.19) and of the temple 
(vv.20-22), Paul is keen that believers should see the extent to which it is, by His Holy 
Spirit dwelling among us in our essentially communal life as the church, that God’s 
presence is made known. Formerly, the glory of God’s presence was largely confined 
to the one building in Jerusalem, the temple (see 2 Chron.7.1-3, for instance): now, in 
their life together as the church in different locations, believers are that temple of the 
living God, amongst and through whom His presence is experienced. 

Start by concentrating on ‘days’ (3), (6) and (7). There are additional questions more 
pertinent to the Community Groups on each of those ‘days’ 



 

 

1) Monday 16th January – need 
Read Ephesians 2.1-3 

“.. like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath ..” (Eph.2.3) 

The magnitude of God’s work in your life must be measured against backdrop of your 
natural condition: you were spiritually dead – unable to see, to stand, to seek after 
God – and morally deserving of nothing but wrath. What need you had of the gospel! 

How would you describe ‘the ways of this world’ according to what Paul says 
here? 

What would you say to those who object that they’re not ‘by nature deserving 
of wrath’? 

Prayer: You have shown me favour unending, Lord: You have poured out Your healing 
upon me: You have set this captive free: You have shown mercy – how I thank You! 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 17th January – glory 
Read Ephesians 2.4-7 

“.. He might show the incomparable riches of His grace ..” (Eph.2.7) 

You were dead and He made you alive. God’s work in your life as a believer was 
prompted by His love, expressive of His mercy, pulsing with His grace, illustrative of 
His power, effected in and through His Son, and accomplished for His greater glory. 

What is your testimony to the love, mercy and grace shown by God to you in 
His Son? 

What does Paul mean by stating that God’s saving work in His people has been 
with a view to His showing the riches of His grace in the coming ages? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that You are so compassionate and gracious, so slow to anger 
and abounding in love. Help me by Your Spirit to live as one now raised up with Christ. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 18th January – grace 
Read Ephesians 2.8-10 

“.. we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works ..”  (Eph.2.10) 

Grace leaves no room for any boasting: all the ‘doing’ has been done by God. Even 
your faith by which you lay hold of God’s salvation in Jesus has been wrought in you 
by God: and His work in you doesn’t stop with faith, it issues itself in good works. 

In what sense is your faith, by which you receive the gift of God’s salvation in 
Jesus, itself the gift of God? 



 

 

As one brought by God to newness of life, what would others recognise as the 
God-appointed ‘good works’ you now do? 

In what ways does our corporate life as a church presently evidence God 
Himself at work, and are there other ‘good works’ He might be challenging us 
to embrace as a fellowship in His name? 

How do we ensure that a concern to ‘do good works’ (see, for instance, Tit.2.7, 
14, 3.1, 8, 14) doesn’t become legalism? 

Prayer: All that I am and have, all that I’m able to do, is only by Your gracious enabling, 
Lord. Help me to live today by Your Holy Spirit for the praise of Your greater glory. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 19th January – remember 
Read Ephesians 2.11-13 

“.. remember that at that time you were .. without hope and without God ..” (Eph.2.12) 

There can be an unhealthy remembering of the past. The old has gone, the new is here 
(2 Cor.5.17): and your sins are now forgotten by the Lord (Is.43.25). But never tire of 
remembering the wretchedness and despair from which the Lord delivered you! 

Read Deuteronomy 10.19-21: what practical ends does the Lord have in view 
in urging His people to remember what once they were? 

Why does the Lord exhort you to remember that at one time you were without 
hope and without God in the world? 

Prayer: How I praise Your name, O Lord, that Your mercy is always more – stronger 
than darkness, new every morn: our sins they are many, Your mercy is more! 

 

 

5) Friday 20th January – union 
Read Ephesians 2.14-16 

“.. His purpose was to create one new humanity out of the two ..” (Eph.2.15) 

The ‘triune’ God specialises in bringing and holding together those who previously 
have been at odds with one another: by removing in Christ the ‘wall’ which sin creates 
between Himself and us, He unites in Christ those who formerly were enemies.  

In what ways have you seen this ‘one new humanity’ given expression in the 
life of the church? 

How have your attitudes and conduct to others been transformed since you 
came to trust in the Lord Jesus? 

Prayer: Help me, Lord, to show today in my relationships with others the mindset You 
display: help me to break down barriers through all my attitudes, actions and words. 



 

 

 

6) Saturday 21st January – prayer 
Read Ephesians 2.17-18 

“.. through Him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit ..” (Eph.2.18) 

Here’s as good a definition of the privilege of prayer as you’ll find. Access to the Father, 
so your prayers are directed to Him: through the merits of, and relationship with, the 
Son: and by the enabling of the Holy Spirit. Note how essentially ‘trinitarian’ it is! 

Is this your perspective when you engage in prayer? 

Read Rom.8.26-27: in what ways may you expect the Spirit to help you in 
prayer? 

Why is our praying together so significant? 

In what sense is it ‘above all else in our corporate prayer .. that God Himself 
presences Himself’? 

Does your reflection on these two verses help you see the more clearly why 
the congregational prayer meeting is so important, and prompt you to make 
that a priority as you are able? 

Prayer: My Father in heaven, how privileged I am to address You thus and to bring all 
my burdens and fears to You, glad that You’re always so able and pleased to help me. 

 

 

7) Sunday 22nd January – plural 
Read Ephesians 2.19-22 

“.. in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling ..” (Eph.2) 

God’s work in your life has an essentially plural dimension: it’s part of something far 
bigger – a people (who radiate the family resemblance), of which you’re a member: 
and a building (a temple in which His glory is known) in which you’re a living stone. 

This is the first time the idea of ‘membership’ gets a mention (v.19)! How does 
the reference to our being ‘members’ of God’s household (family) inform your 
understanding of what it means to be a ‘member’ of a specific church? 

What does Paul point to as foundational to the life of God’s people, and how 
does that find expression in the life of your fellowship? 

‘Membership’ has everything to do with our being ‘joined together’ (v.21): 
how do we best find our place? 

The temple building was where God’s glorious presence was known: when you 
gather for worship are others prompted to declare ‘God is really among you’? 

Prayer: Thank You for the privilege You give me, O Lord, in being part of a great mosaic 
which displays Your glory: show Your glory again as we gather today for worship. 



 

 

 If you have the time, you may find it helpful and stimulating to read the chapter in C 
S Lewis’ book ‘The Weight of Glory’ entitled ‘Membership’. 

 

 


