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‘A symphony of praise’ 

 
Ephesians 3.1-21 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
This short series is working through Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus –
which was probably a ‘circular’ letter intended to be read beyond simply that 
church. The aim of the series is to address 3 key questions relating to our 
‘putting down roots’ here at Gilcomston – or, in a word, ‘membership’. 

 Why is it so important that I do, as a follower of Jesus, ‘put down roots’ 
in a particular church? 

 What’s involved in our putting down those roots? 
 How do I go about putting down such roots? 

The first 3 chapters of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians focus our attention 
primarily on the first of those questions and help explain why such 
commitment to and involvement in a particular church is so important. The 
1st chapter highlights the role the church plays in the purpose of God: the 2nd 
chapter shows how the church is where the presence of God is more than 
anywhere else known and experienced. Chapter 3 now presents the church 
as the ‘showcase’ whose existence and life prompts the praise of God. 
The whole chapter centres round the delight God has in revealing Himself 
and making His glory known. A key statement in the first part of the chapter 
(vv.2-13), is found in v.10, highlighting God’s intent ‘that now, through the 
church (note that!), the manifold wisdom of God should be made known’: the 
4-fold occurrence of the word ‘mystery’ points to a similar reality insofar as 
that word speaks of truths which can only be known by revelation. 
The second part of the chapter (vv.1, 14-21) sees Paul praying that the Lord 
would indeed make Himself increasingly known, both intellectually and 
experientially, in and then through the lives of the Ephesian believers (note 
again the reference to God’s ‘glory in the church’). 
‘Days’ (2), (6) and (7) are the ones to start with: as ever there are additional 
questions on these days for CG discussion. 
Supplementary to the present series, if you want to do some further reading 
on this theme, then there are two books, both fairly short, which you might 
find helpful: both address the matter in a simple, clear, thorough manner.  
‘Devoted to God’s Church’, by Sinclair Ferguson. 
‘Who needs the Church?’ by Terry Johnson. 
Both authors, incidentally, attended Gilcomston during their student days! 



 

 

1) Monday 23rd January – unthinkable 
Read Ephesians 2.19-3.1 

“.. I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles ..” (Eph.3.1) 

A zealous, card-carrying Jew prepared to suffer imprisonment for the benefit of 
countless Gentiles? The thing would have been unthinkable! But it illustrates well the 
remarkable work of God in creating ‘one new humanity out of the two’ (2.15). 

What is it in about the truths Paul has set out in 2.19-22 which prompts him to 
pray (3.14 continues 3.1)? 

What steps might you take the better to ensure that your reflection on the 
great truths of God’s Word prompts you to pray for His people? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for those whose costly giving of themselves ensured I heard 
the gospel: sustain and help all those today who suffer persecution for Christ’s sake. 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 24th January – mystery 
Read Ephesians 3.2-6 

“.. through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel ..” (Eph.3.6) 

The term ‘mystery’ (vv.3, 4 & 6) refers to a truth which requires to be revealed, rather 
than one which can be figured out by the use of reason. God’s purpose in Christ, and 
His reconciling work through Christ, are as extraordinary as they are necessary! 

Why did Paul see the need at this point to remind the Ephesian believers of his 
particular calling as an apostle? 

If it requires God to reveal His truth, what value is there in (and what place is 
there for) seeking to present a reasonable account of the gospel to others?  

If we can’t ever reason people into the kingdom, why should we bother trying 
to explain the gospel to them? 

In what ways has God progressively revealed His truth to you? 

What is the ‘mystery’ which has now been revealed by the Spirit through the 
apostles – and in what ways was that hinted at in the Old Testament? 

Prayer: You have revealed a great mystery to us: thank You, Lord, for opening my eyes 
to see it. May my heart always marvel at the wonder of Your gracious deeds.  
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 25th January – grace 
Read Ephesians 3.7-9 

“.. to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ ..”  (Eph.3.8) 



 

 

Twice in these verses the apostle speaks of the grace of God in referring to his calling. 
He was always so very conscious of his own complete unworthiness, the surpassing 
greatness of the Lord, and the immense privilege of the task entrusted to him. 

In what ways is your being ‘a servant of this gospel given expression? 

How conscious are you of ‘the gift of God’s grace’ in terms of what He has 
called you to be and do for Him? 

Prayer: How boundless are Your riches, my Lord, and how sufficient Your grace. Help 
me in speaking with others to ensure that my conversation is always full of grace. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 26th January – wisdom 
Read Ephesians 3.10-11 

“.. the manifold wisdom of God should be made known ..” (Eph.3.10) 

The remarkable phenomenon of His church, comprising polar opposites, is the primary 
means which the Lord now uses to parade the perfection and sheer audacity of His 
wisdom before the gob-smacked ‘rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms’. 

In what ways is the ‘manifold wisdom’ of God made known through the 
church? 

What help is it to you in the face of your trials to know that God is working out 
an ‘eternal purpose’ which has been ‘accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord’? 

Prayer: Lord, how wonderfully wise You are! Your ways are always perfect, and Your 
grace is always sufficient. Lead and direct me throughout each day, my Shepherd King. 

 

 

5) Friday 27th January – discouragement 
Read Ephesians 3.12-13 

“.. I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you ..” 
(Eph.3.13) 

Paul knew that the faith of some might be shaken by the apostle being in prison: as if 
the man’s imprisonment signalled somehow defeat. Not so! God is never fazed by our 
adversities: He knows what He’s doing and works all things for our good and His glory. 

What are the things which tend to discourage you? 

How does the ‘freedom and confidence’ we have in approaching God prove 
such an antidote to discouragement? 

Prayer: How easily I can become discouraged, Lord. How glad I am that I can pour out 
my heart to You today and leave all these burdens which weigh on my heart with You. 

 



 

 

 

6) Saturday 28th January – love 
Read Ephesians 3.14-19 

“.. that you .. may know this love that surpasses knowledge ..” (Eph.3.17-19) 

The walls of your heart need to be strengthened to cope with the presence of the risen 
Jesus dwelling in you, and to know His boundless love – such is the size and scope of 
His love you can only ever know that as part of the fellowship of His people. 

In what ways has involvement in the life of a fellowship helped you experience 
the more fully ‘the love of Christ’? 

What is the right balance between the ‘intellectual’ aspect of faith and the 
‘experiential’ dimension of faith? 

How might you, through your involvement in the fellowship, help others come 
to know ‘this love that surpasses knowledge’? 

What steps can a fellowship take the better to ensure that believers grow in 
their knowledge and experience of the love of Jesus?  

Prayer: O Thou who camest from above, the pure celestial fire to impart, kindle a flame 
of sacred love on the mean altar of my heart – and there let it for Thy glory burn. 

 

 

7) Sunday 29th January – power 
Read Ephesians 3.20-21 

“.. to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus ..” (Eph.3.21) 

‘How great is our God’! Rejoice with your fellow believers that there’s no limit to what 
our God and Saviour is able to do – He is mighty to save, and He saves to the uttermost 
through His power at work within us. His presence and power among His people! 

How has God’s ability to do ‘immeasurably more’ than all you ask or imagine 
found expression in your life and in the life of your church? 

In what ways does your church so live by faith that God’s glory is displayed in 
the wonderful things He does – beyond what were asked or thought? 

How will you prayerfully apply these two verses to your situation, both 
individually and as a fellowship? 

Does what you ask the Lord to do tend to be restricted to what you think He’s 
able to do? 

When was the last time you asked the Lord to do ‘the impossible’? 

Prayer: O measureless Might! O infinite Love! While angels delight to praise You 
above, stir me today, as a ransomed believer, to sing to Your praise! 


