
 

 

 

1.  
‘To the ends of the earth’ 

 
Acts 1.1-11 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
This new series picks up on the previous one and helps you see just what you 
let yourself in for when you put down roots in this church! The book of Acts 
is Luke’s ‘companion volume’ to his gospel record, a connection between the 
two which is made clear in the opening words of Acts, where his first volume 
is described as a record of “all that Jesus began to do and teach” (Acts 1.1). 

Luke meant us to understand that his second volume narrates simply the 
continuing ministry of Jesus – all that He continues to do, by His Spirit and 
through His church. It’s a story which is still unfolding today, and as we read 
through Acts it’s important to see, as present-day followers of Jesus, that 
we’re not merely reading the story – we are the story!* 

This opening chapter in the book gives both some context and indeed some 
structure to the story; and it impresses on us from the start that there was 
(and is) nothing ‘random’ about the extraordinary growth of the church or 
the way in which the gospel took root throughout the ancient world. 

In terms of context, you should note the two-fold reference to the kingdom 
(vv.3 & 6). The kingdom of God had been a key theme of Jesus’ ministry from 
its beginning (see, for instance, Mark 1.15); is arguably a key (if not the key) 
note of God’s revelation from the start (see Gen.1.26-28); and provides the 
backdrop to all that Jesus is presently doing. The answer Jesus gives (vv.7-8) 
to the disciples’ question (v.6) seems to affirm the premise of the question 
(namely that what will now happen has to do with the kingdom being 
restored), while correcting the pre-occupation of the question with 
timescales (a pre-occupation which has retained down the ages a certain 
fascination for believers).  

In other words, the kingdom is now being restored, and will be finally 
restored (see Acts 3.21, where the same basic word is used) – but the 
timescales are not our business. What is our business, of course, is taking the 
message about the King and His kingdom to the nations of the world: for 
that, indeed, is Jesus’ business, what He’s about in the world today by His 
Spirit – transforming and teaching, to the ends of the earth. 

And the structure of the story? Simple. You start where you are, and you 
spread out in ever-widening circles, geographically and culturally. 

‘Days’ (2), (4) and (5) are probably the best ones with which to start! 

*Acts 29 is an organisation whose very name reflects this perspective. 
 



 

 

1) Monday 20th February – beginning 
Read Acts 1.1-2 

“.. all that Jesus began to do and teach ..” (Acts 1.1) 

The death and resurrection of Jesus was only the beginning! An impressive start, as 
Luke has fully recounted in his earlier volume: but only the start of Jesus’ work of 
building His church (Matt.16.18) through which the dominion of darkness is done for! 

Read Luke 1.1-4: why was Luke writing this two-volume work for Theophilus? 

The two parts to Luke’s work mirror the two ‘stages’ in Jesus’ work: what are 
the similarities and differences between these two ‘stages’? 

Prayer: How wonderful it is, my Lord and God, to know that You’re enthroned on high 
and at work in the world! Take my life again today and use it to further Your purposes. 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 21st February – kingdom 
Read Acts 1.3 

“.. He appeared to them .. and spoke about the kingdom of God ..” (Acts 1.3) 

Israel spent 40 years being taught in the wilderness, before they were ready to step 
into God’s future. Jesus needed only 40 days to teach His disciples and equip them for 
the future God was bringing in. The kingdom of God. A new world. A new way of life. 

How does Jesus’ giving His disciples ‘convincing proofs’ square with the call to 
exercise faith? 

Read 1 Cor.15.1-11: what are the ‘convincing proofs’ that Jesus is alive which 
Paul offered here? 

How would you describe ‘the kingdom of God’ if someone asked you what that 
phrase meant? 

In what ways is it evident that our life as a fellowship is an expression of ‘the 
kingdom of God’? 

Prayer: You have called me into Your kingdom, Lord, and I delight to be Your servant. 
Teach me how to live in Your kingdom and use me through today for Your glory. 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 22nd February – Spirit 
Read Acts 1.4-5 

“.. wait for the gift My Father promised ..”  (Acts 1.4) 



 

 

The mandate Jesus gave His disciples was huge – discipling all nations (Matt.28.19f). 
But this was a “Don’t-try-this-on-your-own” command: they’d need, and they’d be 
given, the enabling of the Holy Spirit drenching their living with the power of God. 

Compare Jn.20.22 with Gen.2.7: how has your receiving the Holy Spirit given 
to you by God found expression in your being made a new person? 

It can be easy for believers to slip into thinking that we can do everything in 
our own strength: how can you ensure you remain reliant on the Spirit? 

Prayer: My Lord, I need Your Holy Spirit’s power day by day, that my whole living, all I 
do and say, may bear a constant witness to Your glory and Your grace. Help me today. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 23rd February – power 
Read Acts 1.6-8 

“.. you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you ..” (Acts 1.8) 

When is God going to put things right? The disciples’ question resonates in our hearts. 
The answer Jesus gave them turns an academic question into action-laden mission. 
The kingdom will come, as you, believer, go. Start where you are. Rely on the Spirit. 

What do vv.6-7 teach you about the perspective on the future which Jesus 
wants us as His disciples to have? 

What encouragement was Jesus giving to the disciples (and subsequent 
disciples such as ourselves) by declaring that although we may not know ‘the 
times or dates’, they have been authoritatively set by the Father? 

How do we best retain a right balance between a reliance on the Holy Spirit 
and the careful development of a clear strategy? 

In terms of discerning the Lord’s strategy for us as a city centre church, what 
lessons (if any) might we learn from the instruction given by Jesus in v.8? 

Prayer: No, not by might, nor even power, but by Your Spirit, O Lord. Healer of hearts, 
Binder of wounds, lives that are lost restore. Flow again through this land! 

 

 

5) Friday 24th February – return 
Read Acts 1.9-11 

“.. this same Jesus who has been taken from you into heaven will come back ..” (Acts 
1.11) 

We may not know when the Lord will finally put things right: we simply know that He 
will. He will build His church: through His church, and by His Spirit, He will blitz the 
dominion of darkness: and then at the last He’ll return. His story is going somewhere! 



 

 

Believers are described as “those who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim.4.8): 
to what extent has this become a forgotten, or largely overlooked, emphasis 
in churches today? 

How major a part of our proclamation should the sure return of Jesus be? 

What do these opening verses of Acts (1.1-11) teach you about the return of 
Jesus? 

To what extent and in what ways does the assurance that the Lord Jesus will 
return inform your daily living and your service of God? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for the promise You have given that You will indeed return. 
This world is so fractured, our lives so marred by sin and suffering. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

 

6) Saturday 25th February – waiting 
Read Acts 1.12-14 

“.. they all joined together constantly in prayer ..” (Acts 1.14) 

There can be seasons of ‘waiting’ in our lives as believers: the ‘no-man’s land’ between 
the promise and its fulfilment. How do you fill such ‘voids’? Meet and speak with your 
fellow believers: and be constant in prayer. Wait patiently and wait expectantly. 

What do you find hardest about those seasons when you’re waiting for God to 
work, and the waiting seems interminable? 

What do you find (a) hard and (b) enriching about joining together with others 
in prayer? 

Prayer: Waiting can be the hardest thing, O God! Help me to trust You as I wait for 
You, in the confidence that I will indeed see Your goodness in the land of the living! 

 

 

7) Sunday 26th February – response 
Read Acts 1.15-26 

“.. the Scriptures had to be fulfilled ..” (Acts 1.16) 

Prayerful reflection on God’s Word wrought in the disciples a spirit of penitent faith: 
Judas was one of their number and to that extent they were implicated in his sin. Are 
there steps you can take to address failure? Let God’s Word shape your response. 

Have there been failures in your life which the Lord through His Word is calling 
you to acknowledge today? 

When there’s been failure in your life, do you turn to the Scriptures to discern 
from them what the appropriate step forward should be? 

Prayer: Today when I hear Your voice, O Lord, keep me from hardening my heart 
against Your Word: and help me, rather, to be quick to heed and obey. 


