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‘Growing His church’ 

 
Acts 2.1-47 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
Although what we know now as the day of Pentecost was inherently unique, 
Luke’s description of what happened paints in big, bold colours what the 
Lord Jesus is continually doing in building His church.  

It’s not always, by any means, on this sort of scale, with some 3,000 being 
added to their number. Nor, by any means is it always with this sort of speed, 
thousands being converted on the back of one brief sermon and the Lord 
then adding to their number daily. But both the scale and the speed serve to 
highlight very clearly the essence of what is constantly going on as Jesus 
builds His church.  

The chapter is, therefore, for our instruction and encouragement. It’s Jesus 
who builds His church, through the work of His Holy Spirit: that should be 
remembered always. It’s not a case of our pursuing particular strategies or 
adopting certain techniques: it’s our learning to ‘keep in step with the Spirit’, 
attuned to what He’s doing and how He works. That’s why last week’s study 
focussed on the way in which Jesus builds His church: here you see all that 
in action – the release of His Word, the power of His Spirit and the witness 
of His people. 

The first part of the chapter (vv.1-13) points us to the context in which the 
Holy Spirit works: a people gathered together (v.1) – and at prayer as they 
gathered together (see Acts 1.14). Psalm 133 sheds some instructive light on 
this – “.. there the Lord bestows His blessing, even life for evermore.” 

The larger part of the chapter (vv.14-41) underlines the significance of the 
Word being preached as the conduit through which the Spirit works. Peter’s 
sermon provides a pattern for good, expository preaching: starting with the 
Scriptures, explaining their meaning and relevance, and applying their truth 
to his hearers. The ‘sword’ of the Spirit in action. 

The final part of the chapter (vv.42-47) sets out the concert to which the 
Spirit works: a people more together than ever, united in their focus on the 
Lord, their delight in one another, and their engagement with the populace 
at large. The Spirit replicating the ‘community’ of God Himself in the life of 
His people on earth. 

If you have the time, it’s worth studying the chapter as a whole: but if you’re 
short of time, concentrate on ‘days’ (5), (6) and (7). 



 

 

1) Monday 27th February – together 
Read Acts 2.1-4 

“.. they were all together in one place ..” (Acts 2.1) 

The word ‘together’ features prominently in the story of the day of Pentecost and its 
sequel: it expresses both the result of the Spirit’s work, and clearly here as well the 
context in which He delights to work – relationally, as well as geographically, at one. 

Are there relationships you need to address, steps you need to take to ensure 
you are ‘at one’ with certain people? 

The Holy Spirit enabled each of Jesus’ disciples to speak: in what ways have 
you been aware of the Holy Spirit enabling and emboldening you like that? 

Prayer: How good and pleasant it is, Lord, when Your people live together in unity: for 
there, You declare, You delight to bestow Your blessing, even life for evermore! 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 28th February – message 
Read Acts 2.5-13 

“.. we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues ..” (Acts 2.11) 

The Lord’s words to Moses, “I will help you speak and will teach you what to say” 
(Ex.4.12), become, at least to some extent, the experience of His people through the 
work of the Spirit. Believers are the Spirit’s means of taking the message everywhere! 

What opportunities do you have for sharing the gospel? 

How can you work with the Lord in ensuring that you are ‘declaring the 
wonders of God’ in terms which those you’re speaking with can understand? 

Prayer: “O teach me, Lord, that I may teach the precious truths which You impart: and 
wing my words that they may reach the hidden depths of many a heart” (F Havergal) 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 1st March – Scripture 
Read Acts 2.14-21 

“.. this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel ..”  (Acts 2.16) 

The Word of God sheds light on what goes on before the eyes of the public at large. 
‘This which you’re presently seeing,’ said Peter, ‘is that, which the Word of God has 
declared’. God’s Word is practical, contemporary, illuminating. Trust it and share it! 

How familiar are you with the minor prophets? 

Are there situations where you ask the Lord to give you a passage of Scripture 
which will speak directly into the circumstances of a person you’re with? 



 

 

Prayer: Help me grow more familiar with all Your Word, Lord, and prompt me by Your 
Spirit with that particular Word which will minister to whoever I’m with today. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 2nd March – Jesus 
Read Acts 2.22-24 

“.. Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you ..” (Acts 2.22) 

In three short verses, here’s why you can’t ever afford to ignore Jesus, and why you 
don’t dare mess with God. God’s seal of approval on Jesus. God’s plan of salvation 
through Jesus. God’s power to deliver in Jesus. Listen closely! Respond rightly! 

How does the sovereignty of God in fulfilling His plan square with the 
culpability of those who put Him to death? 

Why was it ‘impossible for death to keep its hold on Him’? 

Prayer: You, O Lord, are wise beyond all words and mighty beyond all measure: help 
me always to commend You to others with boldness and with confidence 

 

 

5) Friday 3rd March – resurrection 
Read Acts 2.25-35 

“.. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it ..” (Acts 2.32) 

Psalm 16 is a wonderful psalm, not least because in many ways it well describes the 
experience of a believer: but it’s that only in the ‘secondary’ sense that what’s true 
first of Jesus becomes true for those who are ‘in Him’ as well. Resurrection is assured! 

Why do you think Peter referred to Psalm 16 at this point? 

How does the fact that there are so many prophecies which point forward to 
Jesus help you in speaking of Him to others? 

Death seems so very final: how do you go about speaking to others about Jesus 
having been raised back to life from the dead? 

Why is the outpouring of the Spirit dependent and consequent on the death, 
resurrection and exaltation of Jesus? 

If the psalm is descriptive primarily of Jesus, can it also be descriptive of the 
experience of believers? 

How does what is true of Jesus become true of (and for) you as well? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for all Your goodness to us: giving us Your Son as Saviour: 
raising Him to life: enthroning Him on high: pouring out Your Spirit on Your people! 

 

 



 

 

6) Saturday 4th March – renewal 
Read Acts 2.36-41 

“.. the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off ..” (Acts 2.39) 

The take-home line of Peter’s message could hardly be clearer: Jesus is Lord – and that 
by divine appointment. Our deepest need is therefore always to re-calibrate our lives 
in line with that foundational reality. Repentance issuing in renewal by the Spirit! 

A primary mark of the Spirit’s activity is a person being ‘cut to the heart’ (v.37): 
what has been your experience of that? 

If a friend, convicted by the Spirit, asked you, ‘What should I do?’ – how would 
you answer them? 

What did Peter mean by declaring that ‘the promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off – for all who the Lord our God will call’? 

Is there enough of the warning of God in the way you present the gospel to 
others? 

Prayer: The dearest idol I have known, whate’er that idol be, help me to tear it from 
Thy throne, and worship only Thee. So shall my walk be close with You, O Lord. 

 

 

7) Sunday 5th March – church 
Read Acts 2.42-47 

“.. all the believers were together ..” (Acts 2.44) 

The chapter ends as it began with the disciples together (v.44 and twice in v.46). Here 
you have a cameo of the church brought into being by the Spirit of God. Spiritually 
focused: relationally flourishing: experientially fulfilling. Aspire to that where you are! 

In what ways does your own fellowship reflect the features of Christ’s church 
which are described here? 

How does the four-fold description of the believers in v.42 find expression in 
your life? 

What’s meant by their having ‘had everything in common’ (v.44) and in what 
ways might that find expression in our life as a fellowship today? 

Which part of the description of the church here challenges you most? 

Prayer: Build Your church, Lord; make us strong, Lord; join our hearts, Lord, through 
Your Son; make us one, Lord, in Your body, in the kingdom of Your Son. 


