A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



A ‘formulaic’ approach can easily creep into the life of faith for the believer:
how might that happen in your life?

Why is it so important to have a clear and ‘recognisable’ (“Paul | know”)
relationship with Jesus when you engage in any ministry?

Prayer: Keep me close to Yourself, Lord Jesus, throughout today, and enable me so to
hide myself in You that it is only You that the powers of darkness see.

6) Saturday 12" August — honouring Jesus
Read Acts 19.17-19
“.. the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour ..” (Acts 19.17)

Word soon got out that you mess with the Lord at your peril. A reverent fear gripped
the city, and hidden sin was acknowledged. Then as now, the occult was much more
prevalent than was immediately apparent. Jesus’ presence draws evil to the surface.

In what ways is it evident in your life (and in our life as a fellowship) that the
name of the Lord Jesus is ‘held in high honour’?

Are there areas of your life in which there is hidden sin which the Lord through
this passage prompts you now to confess?

Is there ever a place for public confession of specific sin —and how is that best
handled in a culture which loves to wallow in scandal?

To what extent does the costliness involved keep you from a life of holy
obedience to the Lord?

Prayer: Purify my heart, Lord, let me be as gold and precious silver: cleanse me from
within and make me holy; cleanse me from my sin, deep within [Brian Doerksen]

7) Sunday 13*" August — preach the Word!
Read Acts 19.17-20
“.. the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power ..” (Acts 19.20)

God’s Word is the means God uses to grow His work. When the message is focused
on the Lord Jesus and comes with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (see 1 Cor.2.2-
4) then God’s Word spreads its sphere of influence and grows in its life-giving power.

How does the radical and costly commitment to Jesus on the part of believers
result in the Word of the Lord spreading widely?

What’s meant by Luke saying that the Word of the Lord “grew in power” and
in what ways (if any) have you been aware of that happening?

Prayer: May the preaching of Your Word today, O Lord, be with increasing power: may
it be used to bring many to faith and to strengthen Your people for ministry.

23.
‘Exalting Jesus’

Acts 19.1-20

growing Christ's church

Background

No church is given greater ‘exposure’ in the New Testament than the church
at Ephesus. The narrative of how it came into being is given at some length
by Luke in Acts (in 18.18-26 and here in 19.1-41): Paul’s address to the
Ephesian elders in 20.16-38 affords a further early glimpse into the life of the
new church. That’s followed by the letter Paul wrote to the Ephesians, and
the pastoral letters addressed to Timothy (who by then was ministering at
Ephesus). And in the final book of the Bible, the letter of the risen Jesus to
the church at Ephesus (Rev.2.1-7) provides a sobering hint of the ease with
which, as the years pass, a fellowship (or an individual for that matter) can
slip back from their first eager and loving commitment to the Lord.

These verses record for us, at some length, how the church first took root in
Ephesus. A church had already been planted there through the fleeting visit
of Paul, and the ministries of Priscilla and Aquila along with Apollos (18.18-
26): but that first sowing of the seed needed now some careful, sustained
nurture, and Paul’s stay at Ephesus for something in the region of 3 years,
ensured that the church did indeed take root and grow.

Apollos was a well-educated, well-intentioned, well-enthused minister of
the gospel, for sure: and, as far as it went, his ministry was fine. But it did
only go so far —and the deficiency was detected almost immediately by Paul
when he returned to the city.

Where Apollos had majored on repentance, Paul wanted to focus on Jesus.
Where Apollos underlined what sinners had to do, Paul pointed to what the
Saviour had done — and continued to do for His people through the work of
His Holy Spirit. It was the absence of any signs of the Spirit’s activity in the
lives of these disciples which Paul noticed almost immediately.

How easy it is to get that wrong end of the stick and to end with a faith which
lacks the dynamic and drive, the stamina and sparkle of the Spirit of Jesus
Himself working in and through His people. And it was that activity of the
risen Jesus, by His Spirit, which came very strikingly to the fore in Ephesus as
Paul taught and explained the Scriptures during his extended stay in the city.

Read the whole passage: if you're short of time, ‘days’ (2), (3) and (6) are, |
suggest, the ones on which to concentrate.



1) Monday 7" August — be filled with the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-2
“.. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? ..” (Acts 19.2)

Reliance on the Spirit brings a noticeable dynamic to a person’s life: but it’s possible
truly to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet know little of the work of His
indwelling Spirit — often because that truth has not been explained to you.

What might have prompted Paul to detect a ‘deficiency’ in the faith of these
disciples at Ephesus?

When you share the gospel with others, are you careful to explain the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit to them?

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, that by Your Holy Spirit You come to dwell in the hearts
of all who trust in You: may the fruit of the Spirit be evident in all | say and do today.

2) Tuesday 8" August — the gift of the Spirit
Read Acts 19.1-7

“.. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus ..” (Acts
19.4)

Relationship with Jesus is where repentance is meant to take you: and in relationship
with Him, you're given His Holy Spirit. That truth was impressed on them tangibly by
Paul, and the reality of it was confirmed for them (and others) unmistakeably.

If ‘a broken and contrite heart .. God will not despise’ (Ps.51.17) why did Paul
indicate that something more was required than just repentance by itself?

To what would you (and others) point as evidence of the Holy Spirit being at
work in your life?

If someone asked you, ‘How and when did you receive the Holy Spirit?’ how
would you reply?

You can understand from this passage why some argue for a 2-stage
experience for the believer (trusting Jesus, followed by the ‘2" blessing’ of
receiving the Holy Spirit through someone laying hands on you): that’s not the
significance of what’s going on, though — so what was going on and why did
Paul do this?

Prayer: What glorious blessing You have bestowed on me, O Lord, quickening my heart
to love You and opening my lips to praise You and to proclaim Your great Name!

3) Wednesday 9" August — the word on the street
Read Acts 19.8-10

“.. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily ..” (Acts 19.9)

As it had been in Corinth, so here in Ephesus, Paul went ‘next door’ (see Acts 18.7) to
a thoroughly Gentile meeting place, where he could engage with all sorts and talk
through with them all the good news of Jesus. The ‘Word’ soon got out!

Paul had ‘discussions’: it’s the word from which our ‘dialogue’ comes: how can
this sort of fruitful dialogue be given expression in the church’s life?

In what ways has the opportunity to ‘dialogue’ with those who teach the Bible
been of help to you in your walk with the Lord?

How would you describe the difference between Paul’s ministry of the Word
in the synagogue and his daily ‘discussions’ (or ‘discoursing’) in what may have
been something like the ‘gymnasium’ of Tyrannus?

How might that latter ministry of Paul (not entirely dissimilar to Calvin who
preached 5 times a week in Geneva) find expression in our life as a fellowship?

Prayer: Help me today, my Lord, to be ready for the questions which others may fire
at me, and help me to know how to answer everyone with gentleness and respect.

4) Thursday 10t August — expect the unexpected!
Read Acts 19.11-12
“.. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul ..” (Acts 19.11)

Anything can happen when Jesus is at work! What happened in Ephesus, though, was
‘extraordinary’ (so don’t go ironing your hankies specially!): and it was God, of course,
who did the miracles. He is always sovereign in the saving work in which He engages.

Why do you think the miracles recorded briefly here (and underlined as
‘extraordinary’) were wrought by God at Ephesus?

Should Christians expect God to be intervening miraculously in their lives and
through their ministry?

Prayer: How great You are, O sovereign Lord! You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord:
Ising for joy at what Your hands have done. How great are Your works, Lord! [Ps.92.4f]

5) Friday 11*" August — relationship with Jesus
Read Acts 19.13-16
“.. the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about’..” (Acts 19.15)

Miracles don’t work like some sort of magic. Others were keen to replicate what God
was doing through Paul, and tried to find the right sort of formula’ to use. But it’s not
invoking Jesus’ name which counts so much as relationship with Him.



