
 

 

 

3.  
‘Turning to God’ 

 
Acts 3.1-4.4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
Luke was a meticulous writer who ordered his material very carefully. He 
wrote Acts as a companion volume to his record of the life and ministry of 
Jesus; and in his account of the extraordinary expansion of the gospel he 
sought to show how Jesus continued His ministry through His church. 

Luke had an eye for the way in which certain incidents afford striking 
illustrations of the truths of the gospel. It’s as much for that reason as any 
other that he recorded this memorable narrative of the lame man being put 
on his feet and entering the temple: he wanted his readers to see that this 
is what Jesus does, and that this is what had been taking place on the day of 
Pentecost – those who hadn’t a leg to stand on being given a standing before 
God. 

If his account of the day of Pentecost in chapter 2 demonstrated that this 
does wonderfully happen, here, in the narrative of chapter 3, Luke’s concern 
is to help us see how it happens. The passage combines, first, the account of 
the miracle itself, and then Peter’s preaching on the back of it: key to both 
parts of the passage is the notion of ‘turning’ – turning ‘to God’(v.19) and 
turning ‘from your wicked ways’ (v.26). This is the constant challenge of the 
gospel, and the constant hallmark of the Spirit’s work: consider, for instance, 
Paul’s description of how they Thessalonian believers had ‘turned to God 
from idols’ (1 Thess.1.9).  

That idea of ‘turning’ finds vivid expression in the miracle itself as the man is 
bidden to ‘look at us’, to turn his eyes towards, and give his attention to, 
those through whom the Lord Jesus Himself was speaking. And, of course, 
that ‘turning’ on the man’s part issues in his going into the temple courts, 
praising God. 

This ‘turning’ is basic to the biblical idea of ‘repentance’: it is, in essence, a 
humble, dual turning, from sin and to God. The narrative of the man’s 
healing illustrates that important truth, and the record of Peter’s consequent 
preaching articulates it. The prominence given to this incident underlines 
just how basic an issue this is – and perhaps challenges us today to ensure 
that the summons to genuine repentance is always a prominent feature of 
our message. 

‘Days’ (2), (5) and (7) are the ones with which to start if you’re short of time. 



 

 

1) Monday 6th March – humanity 
Read Acts 3.1-5 

“.. so the man gave them his attention ..” (Acts 3.5) 

The ‘miracles’ are invariably ‘signs’, graphic pictures which portray the truths of the 
gospel. This man, lame from birth, is a telling picture of humanity in our natural state. 
Outside the temple: not a leg to stand on: a beggar. The gospel changes everything! 

Why are Peter’s first words to him – ‘Look at us!’ – so significant? 

At what have you been looking, and to what has your attention been given? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for Your day yesterday, and for the opportunity to fix my eyes 
on Jesus again: I get so easily distracted! Help me to keep my eyes on You today! 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 7th March – change 
Read Acts 3.6-10 

“.. then he went with them into the temple courts .. praising God ..” (Acts 3.8) 

The gospel involves conversion for it effects a radical change transforming our 
experience. Lameness is replaced by a standing before God. The excluded becomes 
included. Hopelessness and pointlessness are replaced by expectancy and purpose. 

The scene in vv.1-3 is often paralleled here, with a person, effectively at the 
doors of this place of worship, begging for money: should we expect a similar 
miracle to that played out in vv.6-8? 

What lessons are there to learn for evangelism in the way that Peter and John 
engage with this man? 

Jesus Himself declared that He could only do what He saw the Father doing 
(Jn.5.19) – which perhaps helps explain Luke’s mentioning that Peter and John 
‘looked straight at’ the man (v.4): how do you know what to say to individuals 
in need? 

What have been the changes which the Lord Jesus has effected in your life and 
how evident are those changes to others? 

Prayer: How glad I am that such is Your greatness and such Your grace that You are 
able and pleased to do immeasurably more than all we ask or think! 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 8th March – surprise 
Read Acts 3.11-12 

“.. Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? ..”  (Acts 3.12) 



 

 

Why would it not surprise us when a man lame from birth is instantly healed? Except, 
this seems to be something of a trademark of the Lord’s dealings with humanity, as 
Israel’s Scriptures make clear. He puts people on their feet and gives them a standing. 

What would have surprised the crowd more – the fact that this lame man was 
on his feet, or the fact that Peter and John seemed to have been instrumental? 

Are you surprised when the seemingly miraculous happens, or do you expect 
great things from the Lord? 

Prayer: You never cease to surprise us, O Lord, by the wonders You do! Help me to ask 
great things of You, expect great things from You and attempt great things for You. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 9th March – mighty 
Read Acts 3.13-16 

“.. by faith in the name of Jesus, this man .. was made strong ..” (Acts 3.16) 

The name of Jesus is mighty. All the endeavours of His enemies to remove and destroy 
Him came to nothing: He prevailed over all. To plead His name is to embrace His might, 
and faith in His name makes the weakest and most crippled strong. 

How is Jesus glorified in your life (v.13)? 

In what respects are you able to see that by faith in the name of Jesus you have 
been made strong? 

Prayer: You make the weak strong, O Lord, and cause the foolish things of this world 
to shame the wise. Let my boast be only of You each day, my Saviour and Lord! 

 

 

5) Friday 10th March – refreshing 
Read Acts 3.17-23 

“.. that times of refreshing may come from the Lord ..” (Acts 3.19) 

The work of God in and through His Son is essentially that of restoring all things. The 
path towards that begins with repentance, a turning to, and a listening to the Lord: 
sins go, times of refreshing come, and in the fulness of time Jesus will return. 

If ‘repentance’ is to make any sense, is it necessary that people understand 
first the reality and nature of ‘sin’? 

How would you describe what ‘repentance’ is and involves to an interested 
friend? 

Is the summons to ‘repent’ issued clearly (and often) enough by the church 
today? 



 

 

What have those ‘times of refreshing’ to which Peter referred been in your 
experience? 

What’s meant by the reference to the time when God will ‘restore everything’? 

Prayer: Where is the blessedness I knew when first I saw You, Lord? Where is the soul-
refreshing view of You, Lord, and Your Word? Return, O Holy Dove return! 

 

 

6) Saturday 11th March – blessing 
Read Acts 3.24-26 

“.. He sent Him first to you to bless you by turning from your wicked ways ..” (Acts 3.26) 

God’s covenant grace is bigger than the continual failures of His people. What He has 
promised, He will indeed do. Blessing was pledged in and blessing will now be found 
and known by turning to the one whose lineage is traced back to Abraham. 

What are the ‘wicked ways’ to which Peter is referring in his audience? 

From what ‘wicked ways’ does the Lord challenge you to turn today? 

Prayer: Return, O Holy Dove, return, sweet Messenger of rest! I hate the sins that made 
Thee mourn and drove Thee from my breast. 

 

 

7) Sunday 12th March – Jesus 
Read Acts 4.1-4 

“.. the apostles were .. proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead ..” (Acts 4.2) 

The content of the message proclaimed by Christ’s church is always a person (Jesus) 
and an event (resurrection) – see Acts 17.18, for instance. And in response, people will 
want either to embargo it or to embrace it. There’s no middle ground with Jesus! 

What experience have you had of people being ‘greatly disturbed’ by the 
gospel and seeking to stop it being proclaimed? 

What comparable pressures are being applied today effectively to ‘silence’ the 
proclamation of the truths of the Bible? 

Why was there such opposition to a message proclaiming such good news 
(resurrection), and effecting such great change (the lame man healed)? 

‘Many who heard the message believed:’ to what extent did the change in the 
man give weight to the message they heard?  To what extent is the 
proclamation of the gospel given ‘visual’ as well as verbal expression? And 
what might that ‘visual’ expression look like in our context today? 

Prayer: How glad I am of this weekly reminder today that You are not only the great 
and mighty Creator, but our resurrected and resurrecting Saviour. How I praise You! 


