
 

 

 

4.  
‘Rooting your life in Christ’ 

 
Acts 4.5-5.16 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
The paradoxical statement towards the end of this passage – that no one 
dared, but that many did, join the believers – is explained by all that has 
preceded this point in the story of the early church. 

It’s the story of a world waking up to the reality of resurrection power. A 
lame man walks. ‘Numpties’ preach. Rulers quake. Believers pray. Buildings 
shake. Disciples share. Hypocrites die. Crowds come. Shadows heal.  

Life is never dull when Jesus is around!  

Dangerous, yes: but dull, never. Remember the famous quote about Aslan 
from ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C S Lewis –  

‘“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who 
said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, 
I tell you.”’ 

Exactly! Jesus isn’t safe, so you don’t dare trifle with Him. But He’s good, 
more so than any words could adequately express; and it’s that for which 
we’re all longing, and to which we’re, therefore, all drawn (sometimes 
almost despite ourselves).  

The King has come. Peter declared as much on the day of Pentecost: ‘God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah’ (Acts 2.36). 
And what follows becomes thus something of a power-struggle. The 
authority of the religious leaders pitted against the authority of the risen 
Jesus: a superficial piety of a duplicitous couple pitted against the sovereign 
purity of the resurrected King.  

There’s only ever one winner!  

It’s our wisdom, then, neither to mess with Him (you wouldn’t dare do that), 
nor to miss out on Him (you wouldn’t desire to do that): and that means 
being well and truly ‘rooted’ in Him, the over-all and absolute authority of 
Jesus matched now by a thorough-going and absolute commitment on our 
part. That’s the primary thrust and challenge of the passage, so very well 
expressed by Luke in the lovely paradox of vv.13-14: you don’t dare, but you 
must do it! 

‘Days’ (4), (6), and (7) are the ones with which to start, if you’ve not got the 
time for more: and you’ll find there, as usual, supplementary questions. 



 

 

1) Monday 13th March – authority 
Read Acts 4.5-12 

“.. salvation is found in no one else ..” (Acts 4.12) 

The authorities may have wanted to remain in control: but the Lord needs no 
permission to heal and restore, and Peter was quick to tell them that. Jesus puts 
people back on their feet. No one else can do that. He’s the real authority! 

The church’s authority is the risen Jesus (see Matt.28.18-20): in what ways 
today do the rulers of this world seek to challenge that authority? 

Is every believer able to rely on the Holy Spirit (see v.8) to give them the words 
to say when faced by challenging questioners? 

Prayer: Lord, I often feel like Moses, slow of speech and tongue-tied: fulfil in me what 
You promised to him, helping me to speak and teaching me what to say (Ex.4.10-12) 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 14th March – extraordinary 
Read Acts 4.13-17 

“.. they took note that these men had been with Jesus ..” (Acts 4.13) 

How come these ordinary guys from out in the sticks could speak with such clarity, 
boldness and incisiveness? Live your life with Jesus and there’ll be nothing ordinary 
about you! And the purveyors of traditional ‘religion’ won’t know how to handle you! 

To what extent, and in what ways, does your having ‘been with Jesus’ find 
expression in your living? 

Why were the authorities so concerned ‘to stop this thing from spreading any 
further among the people’? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that You choose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong! May Your power be made perfect in my every weakness today! 
 

 
 

3) Wednesday 15th March – witness 
Read Acts 4.18-22 

“.. we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard ..”  (Acts 4.20) 

A lame man had been wonderfully healed. Why would you not want to tell the world 
what the Lord is doing and commend your glorious Saviour to others? Listen to the 
Lord each day and be bold to speak to others about all that Jesus does. 

In what ways are similar pressures today put on those who believe in the Lord 
Jesus “not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus” (v.18)? 



 

 

Who are you listening to in the forming of your opinions and perspective 
today? 

Prayer: How tempting, Lord, to spend hours on the internet, listening to the ‘chat’ of 
others there! Help me develop a disciplined pattern of listening to You in Your Word. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 16th March – bold 
Read Acts 4.23-31 

“.. enable Your servants to speak Your Word with great boldness  ..” (Acts 4.29) 

The Lord is the final authority! In the face of threats from the powers that be, the 
disciples had recourse to the King of kings. They took His Word at face value, turned 
to Him in prayer, and relied on Him to give them a bold obedience. He did – and does! 

What are the ‘threats’ facing believers in Scotland today? 

What lessons do you learn from these verses which inspire you to pray with 
others, and which inform the way you pray? 

What would you have prayed for in that situation? 

In what contexts can you envisage yourself having to ‘speak (God’s) Word with 
great boldness’? 

For whom in particular might you pray this emboldening grace of the Lord 
because of the particular situation they find themselves in? 

How did the recollection of God’s Word (vv.25-26) help cultivate in the 
believers a real boldness? 

Prayer: Lord, I praise You for all that You are, the sovereign Creator of all and that is, 
and King over all creation. Give me boldness, by Your Spirit, to speak Your word today. 

 

 

5) Friday 17th March – filled 
Read Acts 4.32-37 

“.. and God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all ..” (Acts 4.33) 

Here’s what happens when Jesus is at work by His Spirit (see v.31): He brings people 
together, creates bonds of love and care, opens their mouths to bear powerful witness 
to Jesus’ resurrection, and prompts a striking generosity. Be filled with the Spirit! 

In what ways do you see “God’s grace .. powerfully at work” among you as a 
fellowship? 

How can you be an encouragement to others today? 

Prayer: Riches I heed not, nor earth’s empty praise: You my inheritance now and 
always: all of Your treasures to me You impart, High King of heaven, first in my heart! 



 

 

 

 

6) Saturday 18th March – holy 
Read Acts 5.1-11 

“.. what made you think of doing such a thing? ..” (Acts 5.4) 

The pretended devotion and obedience of Ananias and Sapphira didn’t wash with the 
Lord who knows our hearts and sees all things. The church of God was bought with 
the blood of Christ. The church is holy – because His. Be careful how you live. 

Why do you think Luke gives such prominence to this incident? 

In what ways can you see yourself being motivated to act in ways parallel to 
the sin of Ananias and Sapphira here? 

‘What made you think of doing such a thing?’ Is that a question the Lord is 
addressing to you today – about some specific conduct on your part? 

Should we expect such similar expressions of God’s judgment today? 

Prayer: Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, from the shadows into Your radiance: 
by the blood I may enter the brightness: search me, try me, consume all my darkness.* 

 

 

7) Sunday 19th March – transformed 
Read Acts 5.12-16 

“.. more and more men and women believed in the Lord ..” (Acts 5.14) 

No one dared join the believers – plainly there was no room for hypocrisy or half-
heartedness. But many did join the band of believers – because the message of a risen 
Jesus was matched by the witness of a transformed community. Do it again, Lord! 

How important was the ‘togetherness’ of the believers (see 4.24, 32: 5.12) for 
the obvious activity of God among them? 

Is what you read in Acts 5.12-16 an illustration of Psalm 133? 

Why was it that ‘no one else dared join’ the believers? 

What do you think resulted in the believers being ‘highly regarded by the 
people’? 

Is that how believers in Aberdeen are regarded today? 

What lessons and challenges should we take from Acts 4.5-5.16? 

In what ways and to what extent does the grace of God experienced by 
believers today spill over in such a way that others are drawn to the church? 

Prayer: Pour out Your Spirit afresh upon Your church today, Lord; may there be many 
who gather, conscious of their need, and may there be many added to our number! 


