
 

 

 

5.  
‘Handling growth’ 

 
Acts 5.41-6.15 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
Growth is a feature of the kingdom of God. From the very first chapter of the 
Bible it’s clear that ‘God makes things grow’ (1 Cor.3.6): that’s simply a 
statement of who He is and the essence of what He does. Always.  

Jesus’ declaration that “I will build My church and the gates of hell will not 
overcome it” (Matt.16.18) is nothing other than a further expression of that 
foundational truth.  

The book of Acts records that growth of His church: growth in terms of 
numbers, certainly: but growth, as well, in terms of the constituencies being 
reached, as the passage for this study illustrates. Not just the Jewish ‘laity’, 
but the priesthood, too, was beginning to embrace the gospel (v.7): and not 
just Hebraic Jews who lived in the land of Israel, but Hellenistic Jews, as well 
– Jews of the diaspora whose milieu was the Gentile world. 

Growth, of course, brings its problems. And when that growth is both 
numerical, ‘cultural’, and geographical, there’s a need for great wisdom and 
grace in handling the inherent sensitivities which are invariably present.  

The gift by the Lord of good ‘administrators’ (to which Paul seems to refer in 
1 Cor.12.28 ESV) is crucial to growth, not least in terms of handling well the 
issues which are always attendant on such growth: and Luke’s narrative here 
shows how the God who makes things grow provided the necessary gifts to 
manage that growth. 

Alongside such gifts of administration, however, it’s crucial also in a growing 
church that leaders don’t lose their focus: and the apostles here were clearly 
alert to such dangers in the rapid growth which the believers were 
experiencing.  The prayer-fuelled ministry of the Word was patently the 
means which the Lord used to effect that growth and they were careful, 
therefore, not to be distracted from that as their pressing priority. 

The gift of administration. The priority of preaching. But also the need for 
clear vision – the boldness to recognise that in growing His church the Lord 
would be expanding her borders. Stephen as well as any other grasped that 
truth and exercised something of a pioneering (almost a sort of embryonic 
church-planting) ministry in the ‘synagogue of the Freedmen’: note where 
they come from – the Gentile world. He could see where this was all headed! 

‘Days’ (1), (2) and (6) are the ones with which to begin if you’re short of time. 



 

 

1) Monday 20th March – family 
Read Acts 5.41-6.1 

“.. they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news ..” (Acts 5.42) 

Proclaiming the good news is the task of the church. The Word of God is the sword of 
the Spirit (Eph.6.17), the means God uses to impart His blessing to ‘all peoples on 
earth’ (Gen.12.3). But the bigger the family, the more there’ll be needs to address. 

In what ways have you known the evil one seeking to thwart the progress of 
the gospel by (a) disgrace [5.41] and (b) discord? 

Why would the Hellenistic Jews have perhaps inevitably been the ones more 
likely to complain? 

What parallels to the situation described here, prompting the complaint from 
the Hellenistic Jews, can arise in our own fellowship today? 

Have there been times when you felt overlooked? 

What steps might be taken to avoid the danger of people being (or feeling that 
they are) ‘overlooked’? 

Prayer: Set Your guard around Your people, O Lord, and protect the work of Your hand 
from the strategies of the powers of darkness. Guard me against disgrace and discord. 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 21st March – administration 
Read Acts 6.2-4 

“.. we will turn this responsibility over to them ..” (Acts 6.3) 

Administration is a key calling in any church! The greater the numbers the more the 
need for good and careful management: but there’s a danger that ministers of the 
Word become managers of the church – a temptation to be recognised and resisted. 

What comparable ‘complaints’ can you see arising in your church? 

How do you, and how does your church, handle complaints? 

Paul exhorted the Philippian believers to ‘do everything without grumbling or 
arguing’ (Phil.2.14): is it a healthy, or unhealthy, thing for believers to be 
complaining as the Hellenistic Jews were doing in Jerusalem? 

The larger a fellowship, the easier it is for people to feel (and indeed be) 
‘overlooked’: how does good administration help avoid that? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for those who administer so faithfully the affairs of the 
church, releasing those whose calling is to preach the Word to fulfil their ministry. 
 

 
 



 

 

3) Wednesday 22nd March – ministry 
Read Acts 6.5-6 

“.. Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit ..”  (Acts 6.5) 

Stephen’s role in the purpose of God would be short but significant. In a short space 
of time he would grow from believer to deacon, to preacher, to martyr. It may be 
spread over a longer period in your life, but expect the Lord to expand your ministry!  

In what ways have you been aware of the Lord ‘stretching’ you in terms of the 
ministry He’s called you to exercise? 

What’s meant by the reference to a person being ‘full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit’ and how can you cultivate that in your own life? 

Prayer: God deliver me from the dread asbestos of ‘other things’. Saturate me with the 
oil of the Spirit that I may be aflame: make me Thy fuel, Flame of God (Jim Elliot) 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 23rd March – growth 
Read Acts 6.7 

“.. so the Word of God spread ..” (Acts 6.7) 

The narrative of the early church’s story is punctuated with reference to the growth 
and expansion of the gospel (see 2.41, 47: 4.4: 9.31, etc). God makes things grow (1 
Cor.3.6) and that growth here was not just in numbers, but in ‘constituencies’ too. 

In all that the previous verses describe, what does Luke mean his readers to 
see prompted this rapid increase in the number of disciples? 

What was the significance of ‘a large number of priests’ becoming obedient to 
the faith? 

Prayer: Lord, I long for You to move in power; there’s a hunger in my heart to see 
healing in our nation. Send Your Spirit to revive us, and heal our nation please! 

 

 

5) Friday 24th March – wisdom 
Read Acts 6.8-10 

“.. they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him ..” (Acts 6.10) 

No longer just a man ‘full of faith and of the Holy Spirit’ (v.5), this man, now ‘full of 
God’s grace and power’, engaged with Jews whose backgrounds were in the Gentile 
world: given wisdom by the Spirit, the gates of hell could not stand up against him!* 

In what ways have you known a wisdom from the Lord as you engage with 
others to speak with them about Jesus? 



 

 

What opposition have you experienced from others as you’ve sought to bear 
faithful witness to the Lord Jesus? 

Prayer: You give so generously, Lord, without finding fault (Ja.1.5): grant me today the 
wisdom which comes from heaven and may there be a harvest of righteousness* 

 

 

6) Saturday 25th March – positive 
Read Acts 6.11-14 

“.. never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law ..” (Acts 6.13) 

Stephen clearly spoke warmly and positively of Jesus – who He is, what He does, why 
He matters: those who recoil from Jesus, though, will always regard the message in 
negative terms. Believers are not against this or that, so much as for Jesus! Are you? 

What would it have been in the preaching of Stephen which prompted his 
listeners to hear him speaking ‘against this place and against the law’ (vv.13f)?  

In what ways are believers today unfairly viewed and portrayed as being 
against the ‘sacred cows’ of modern society? 

When the values and perspective of the culture around us is so very different 
from those of God’s kingdom, how inevitable is it that Christians are often 
defined and understood in terms of what they are against? 

What steps, if any, can you take to minimise that tendency? 

Prayer: Lord, keep me from criticising others more than commending Yourself: help 
me so to live and speak today that I point others warmly and clearly to You.  

 

 

7) Sunday 26th March – radiant 
Read Acts 6.15 

“.. they saw that his face was like the face of an angel ..” (Acts 6.15) 

“Those who look to Him are radiant,” declares the psalmist; “their faces are never 
covered with shame” (Ps.34.5). Like Moses as he spoke with the Lord (Ex.34.29-32), in 
worship today you look to the Lord: expect the radiance of His glory to rest on you! 

Your very manner is itself a message: how does your demeanour come across 
to others as they watch you closely? 

When the psalm speaks of those who look to the Lord being radiant, what’ll be 
involved in your ‘looking to the Lord’? 

Prayer: One thing I ask of You, Lord, that I may to gaze upon Your beauty, all the days 
of my life. May the gathering of Your people in worship today afford us that blessing. 


