
 

 

 

6.  
‘Heeding the Lord’s call’ 

 
Acts 7.54-8.40 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Background 
Stephen’s ministry may have been brief but it was pivotal, too, in a number 
of different ways which Luke certainly had grasped in his record of the way 
the Lord was building His church.  

There was his preaching, for one thing. Perhaps more clearly than others, 
Stephen, ‘a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit’ (6.5) had grasped, through 
the wisdom given him by the Spirit (6.10), that Jesus’ death and resurrection 
had occasioned a sea change in the outworking of God’s purpose and had 
ushered in a whole new era in that work. It’s for that reason that the larger 
part of chapter 7 is given over to Stephen’s answer to the charges brought 
against him. 

Then, secondly, there was his praying. Eternity alone will reveal just how 
significant was the impact of his prayer as he was brutally martyred. Luke 
means us to see the connection in the juxtaposition of the mention of Saul 
and the prayer of Stephen: in His sovereign providence, the Lord would, 
indeed, not hold this sin against these murderers – and, instead, this ‘young 
man named Saul’ would be wonderfully converted and become the mighty 
apostle to the Gentiles. There’s little doubt that Saul was hugely impacted 
by this man to whose death he had been party. Don’t underestimate the 
significance of your praying! 

Stephen’s ministry was pivotal, too, on account of the persecution which 
followed his death. God can’t be sued for the persecution, but He certainly 
used it! It drove the believers out of Jerusalem (read the first 6 chapters of 
Acts again and you can surely understand why they’d have been reluctant to 
leave), and into Samaria firstly.  

A momentous moment, through which a momentum was created, a 
centrifugal movement which would soon see Philip being taken to the 
Jerusalem-Gaza road, the message being taken to a Gentile man, and Jesus 
being taken by this man of no small influence back to his home in Ethiopia. 

When Stephen stepped into that pulpit in Jerusalem, he could have had no 
idea where that step of faith would lead! One small step for that man, but a 
giant leap for humanity as the grace of the gospel burst the banks of Judaism 
and flowed out into the Gentile world: a trickle at first, but quickly a torrent! 

‘Days’ (1), (2) and (5) are the ones with which to start if you’re short of time. 



 

 

 
1) Monday 27th March – sovereign 
Read Acts 7.54-60 

“.. the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul ..” (Acts 7.58) 

The attempt to stifle the gospel through the stoning of Stephen would trigger the most 
remarkable expansion of the gospel. Not that anyone knew it or could have foreseen 
it at the time! But God is sovereign and knows what He’s doing – in the darkest times! 

Why do people effectively cover their ears and refuse to hear the gospel 
message? 

Stephen’s story begins (6.5) and ends (7.55) with the note that he was ‘full of 
the Spirit’ – a description exhorted upon all believers (Eph.5.18): how do you 
go about being ‘filled with the Spirit’? 

How significant was the forgiving spirit shown by Stephen here? 

It’s hard to forgive those who have hurt you badly: how do you foster a 
forgiving spirit? 

Prayer: When people are speaking ill of me and doing harm to me, Lord, I find it so 
hard to seek forgiveness from Yourself for them. Grant me a forgiving grace today. 

 

 

 
2) Tuesday 28th March – scattered 
Read Acts 8.1-8 

“.. those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went ..” (Acts 8.4) 

Persecution of the believers in Jerusalem released the centrifugal power of the gospel 
and generated a momentum sustained to this day. The ‘seed’ of the Word would be 
scattered through the fields of the world. 

What do you think explains the fact that the apostles were not scattered when 
‘all’ others were? 

In what ways have you experienced the Lord using unwanted or unexpected 
circumstances to move you on in His purposes for and through your life? 

The sorrow which had accompanied the believers’ being scattered (v.2) was 
matched by the joy of those in Samaria who heard the gospel (v.8): Paul wrote 
in similar terms – “death is at work in us, but life is at work in you” (2 Cor.4.12): 
what has been your experience of that pattern? 

When you hit trying times, what helps you to stay focussed on ‘preaching the 
word’ and pointing to Jesus? 

Prayer: Help me, Lord Jesus, to keep my eyes fixed on Yourself. Guard my heart against 
a feeling of resentment when things don’t go my way. Help me to trust You always. 
 



 

 

 
 

3) Wednesday 29th March – greatness 
Read Acts 8.9-13 

“.. he boasted that he was someone great ..”  (Acts 8.9) 

The claim has often been made. Simon line was taken by Louis XIV and by Mohammed 
Ali: boasting of their greatness. At the funeral of Louis XIV the preacher blew out the 
candle on his coffin and boldly declared, “God alone is great!” Learn humility! 

What would be the parallels today in our society to the sort of influence which 
Simon had among ‘all the people of Samaria’? 

Philip’s approach was not to condemn Simon’s sorcery, but rather to commend 
God’s kingdom and his Son: are Christians sometimes too negative and ‘anti’? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for the wonderful good news You have given to us in Jesus: 
help me today to commend Him, rather than being forever critical of others. 
 

 
 

4) Thursday 30th March – ministry 
Read Acts 8.14-25 

“.. your heart is not right before God ..” (Acts 8.21) 

Neither self-indulgence, self-advancement, nor self-importance have any place in the 
ministry which a believer is called to exercise for the Lord: the call of God to any 
ministry will be matched by the requisite gifts – but the heart must be right too. 

The temptation to ‘use’ religion for self-advancement can be as subtle as it is 
real: in what ways are you tempted to such ‘self-advancement’? 

How can you guard yourself against bitterness and greed? 

Prayer: Remove from me, O Lord, that subtle and insidious  hankering after power, 
prestige and position: help me, rather, to seek only Your kingdom and Your glory. 

 

 

5) Friday 31st March – prompting 
Read Acts 8.26-29 

“.. the Spirit told Philip ‘Go to that chariot ..’ ” (Acts 8.29) 

The progress of the gospel is orchestrated by the Lord Himself. He overrules all 
circumstances – the gospel is taken to Samaria. He prompts His people (vv.26 & 29) 
and the good news is taken to far flung lands. Be alert to the prompts of the Spirit! 

How can you tell when the Lord Himself is speaking to you, prompting you to 
some action or to go to some location or person? 



 

 

Mission (being sent) is at the heart of the gospel – as the Father sent Jesus, so 
He sends His people (Jn.20.21): should the call to missionary work be voiced 
more often and more clearly? 

How expectant are you that the Lord will use you day by day in the contact you 
have with different people? 

Is the Lord, through His Word, prompting you today to go somewhere or to 
make contact with a particular person? 

Prayer: Help me to walk humbly with You through each day, O God, neither running 
ahead nor lagging behind Your Holy Spirit, ever alert and obedient to His promptings. 

 

 

6) Saturday 1st April – questions 
Read Acts 8.30-34 

“.. tell me, please, who is the prophet speaking about ..” (Acts 8.34) 

Questions play an integral role in the progress of the gospel. They can trigger a fruitful 
conversation (v.30), express an awareness of need (v.31), and access life-changing 
illumination (v.34). Learn to ask the right questions – and see them used by God! 

How ready are you to give a reason for the hope you have when people ask 
you (see 1 Pet.3.15)? 

How ready are you to ask someone else to explain a Scripture passage to you? 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for those who explain to me Your Word. Help those called to 
preach as they prepare today to open Your living Word to Your people tomorrow. 

 

 

7) Sunday 2nd April – Jesus 
Read Acts 8.35-40 

“.. Philip .. told him the good news about Jesus ..” (Acts 8.35) 

Jesus is good news! The promise long since made to Abram that “all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you” was starting (now that the Lamb had been slain – vv.32f) 
to be realised. God’s good news is for all the world: His people must do the preaching! 

What lessons do you learn from this whole chapter in terms of how God is 
bringing the good news to ‘all peoples on earth’? 

The chapter begins (v.4) and ends (v.40) with believers preaching the gospel 
wherever they went: to what extent and in what ways is that true of you? 

Prayer: Make me not only a channel of Your peace, but a mouthpiece of Your truth: 
may Your Spirit so anoint my life, as my lips, that my every moment preaches Jesus. 

 


