Ezra 4.1-5 Cyrus to Darius
e 538-530 Cyrus
e 530-522 Cambyses Il
e 522 Bardiya (brother of Cambyses)
e 522-486 Darius

Ezra 4.6-7 Ahasuerus (Xerxes) and Artaxerxes K
e 486-464 Ahasuerus (Xerxes) [see Esther 1.1]
* 464-423 Artaxerxes

Ezra 4.8-16 Rehum’s letter to Artaxerxes
o 464-423 Artaxerxes . .
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Ezra 4.17-23 Artaxerxes’ reply

: Ezra 4.23 may be the settlng for the news Nehemiah
" received in 445BC (see Nehemiah 1. 1-3)

Ezra 4.24 Darlus (522-
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dissimulation (w.1-3)
e the background (2 Kings 17)

discouragement (wv.4-5)

e orchestrate opposition
e generate negativity
e operate ‘cancel culture’
e perpetuate hostility
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disinformation (vw.6-23) |
e playing the system :




